JACK DEMPSEY'S EARLY BOUTS

{ed. note = The H-nrl:.r ring record of the lote Jock Cempsey hias nrwn:ﬁ been quifu ik#ftl'l‘p'-.
Dates ond locetions of many of his 1914 and | 715 bouts are still lacking. In on excellent
piece of boxing research, Lourence Fielding has managed to obtain newspoper accounts

of some of Dempiey's eorly bouts from such cbscure papers as the Tonopoh Daily Bonenza
and the Cripple Creek Times and Victor Daily Record).

| feel that these clippings have o bit of value with ragm-'d te Dempsey's record
bacouse some of the infermation would chenge the dates or even the results of two or three
of Dempsey's fights os listed in the 1982 Ring Record Book.

The clipping headlined “Two Big Battles" contains a report of a fight that
Dempsay hed in June, 1715 ot Tonopch, Meveda with Johnny Sudenberg. The record
baok shows this fight ot a win for Dampsoy, and it cppears thot mest of the crowd felt
that Dempsey won maost of the rounds ond deserved to win. But we ore supposed to go by
official decisions, and the article says that the referee, Minnick, held up the arms of
both fighters, decloring it o drow. 5o it oppears that it was not o no decizion contest,
there really was an officicl decision. | feel thot it should be changed to o drow in

Dempsey's record.

The clipping headlined " Dempsey Looms Large in Serop”, doted June 1, 1915,
reports Dempaey's Fight with Sudenberg which took place on May 31, 1915 ot Gaoldfield,
Mevada, alse o 10 round drow . The record book has the right place ond result on this
fight, but gives the date .ox luly 3, which is a mistake. Somebody probobly got the date
mixed up with another fight cord which did taks place at Goldfield on July 3 but did not
involve Dempsay but wos between Roy Moore and Ed McAuliffe.

The clipping headlined "Refuze to Fight" menfions that Dempsey ond Sudenberg
ware to have their third fight in July at Goldfield, and thot after three postponements
they were ready to go on July 28, But they refused to fight when they leorned that there
was so little money. So the promoter gave up and the third fight did not toke ploce either
at Geldfield or Tonopah.

The clipping from the Durange Evening Herald reports o fight Dempsey had in
Durango, Colorado with Andy Malloy on Ocioher 7, 1915, that iz, if it could be called
o fight. They were hnmpered by one of those old-fathionad sheriffs who was strongly anti=
prize=fighting. The portion of the article which pertains to Dempsey reads as follows:
"It was the Dempsey=Malloy contest that the oudience wonted and the utmost interest waos
exhibited. Before the bout Sheriff Fossbinder announced that it must be confined to o
strictly boxing contest = if there was o knockout he would arrest the participants. The sheriff
said it hod to be confined absolutely in occordonce with the advertisement. The bout went
the full ten rounds without o decision, although the oudience declared Dempsey the better mon.
Dempsey towered over his opponent ond hod o longer reach. Malloy, however, wos gome
and put up o clever defense and got in some good welts" . This fight oppears in Dempsey's
1914 record ot @ ® NC = no contest” . My understanding is that "no contest" is o decision
that hot to be rendered by a referee or o boxing commission in o case of umatisfoctory
parformance or fakery. But, occording to this article, no such decision was rendered = in
foet, there wos no decision ot all. 5o it really was just another 10 round no decision fight,
which was so typical of the 19101920 era.




The clipping headlined "Smith and Bauers” includes a line stating that
Dempsey knocked out George Coplen, ond mentions him a3 Jack Dempsey of Victor
(which is near Cripple Creek). The shove clippings mention him os of Pueblo. Pueblo
was alsa the town of Jim Flynn.

The clipping heodlined " Fost Boxing Events Featured Elks Smoker” reports
a fight card which took place in Victor, Colorado on May 29, 1915, One of the bouts
on the card wes @ Jack Dempsey knocking out Kid Young in 3 rounds, but there is doubt
in my mind as to whether this wos really Dempsay. The clipping heedlined " Dempsay
Here to Meet Sudenberg” (in Goldfield, Nevada) is dated May 24 and the fight was on
May 31. Goldfield is more then 800 miles from Vietor, It Is hard to imagine a Fighter
making a trip like thet just before an important fight. Alsa there is ne Kid Young listed
in Dempsey's racord. Maybe it waos one of Jock's brothers.

Bosed on the information in these newspoper clippings, these changes should
be made in Dempsey's record:

May 31, 1915 = Johnny Sudenberg, Geldfield .....cov0s000..010 (nat July 3, 1714)
June 13, 1915 = Johnny Sudenberg, Tonopoh v.vovvvvneevne-a D10 (net WD)

Cct. 7, 1915 - Andy Malloy, Durango ...cvvevnvacscnranss ND 10 {not NC and
net 1914)

Mov. 17, 1915 = George Coplen, Cripple Creek ............KQ & (not KOT)

Lourance F. Fielding
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Members of the antlered herd lived up
te their reputation of being royal enter=
tainers last night at the Elks smoker
held at the Elks home in Victor. The
entertdinment which consisted of boxing,
vocol and instrumental music, wos re-
garded as one of the best staged in the
district for months.

From the time Melson Franklin, the
official ennouncer, mounted the plat=
form to call out the First number of the
program until the hour arrived when the
janitor's oppearance signalled it was
"Elks bed time" the spactatars thor—
oughly anjoyed themselves.

There were three boxing events and
other athletic fetes in which young men
of the district displayed their prowess.
McHMeely's orchestre dispansed mush:
and o number of renditions were given
l.'.ly a quartat of Cri plq Creek and Vie=
tor Elks. All who p-urhcup-ulm:l in the
entertainment were roundly applauded.

In the first boxing event, Vietor Crum=—

by, l:lf_"'."FnIur wean owarded a decision
over Kid Ml:{frurnl:- of the Irwin Ath=
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FAST BOXING EVENTS FEATURED ELKS SMOKER

letic club. This pair were evenly matched and
according to the opinion of mony, the result
should hove been o draw. They fought Four
reunds.

The "barrel” fight in which four boys wearing
barrels obout their legs indulged in o fistic bom-
bordment wos won by Kid Schrontz, of Victor.

Jock Dempsey won by o knockout over Kid Young
Dempsey's nghr under full head of steam collided
with Young's jaw in the third round ond the
fight ended.

The main event waos a scheduled six=round
bout batween George Bouvers, of Goldfield,
and Young Morgan, of Victor. Bovers wos
given the decision in the second round on e foul
when Mergon struck him when he was down.
Bouers appeared uninjured ond agreed to proceed
with the fight. In the third round, Bouers
called for an utmush:e when Morgan struck low.
Bouers was again declared the victer on a foul,

The boxing events ware referead by
Drummond Grant, John Mushlhousen,
mamber of the committes that arronged the
affair, wos maoster of caremonies.
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June 1,
DEMPSEY LOOMS
LARGE IN SCRAP

Sudenberg Unable
to Make Heodway
Agaimt Him =

Three Drow Fights

For ten rounds last night Jock
of Pueblo, who locked
e an overgrown school boy
than a fighter, and who incidentall
oved rwise, met the lunges o'?'
is shorter opponent, Johnny Suden-
berg, with a stralght lefr which in-
variobly connected with the larter's
visage L‘FDFH Johnny could get In-
side the Colorado boy's guard for
o slam of his own variety.

For the first five rounds, Dempsey
displayed his stmight left, which he
alternated occasionally with o job
from his starboard oppendage in a
desire to refrain from any infight=

ng. He wos overlooking his best
job, however, when he refused to
Iu1‘ the Omaha battler stay in clese.
He realized hiz mistake in the s%th
round, after finding he could hold
Sudenberg ... in the clinches, and
nﬁamd up with o succession of jolts

and jobs with his right to

.Il:hmy's jow, which kept the latter's
head bobbing during the rest of the
fight. Both boyvs were Fightin

strong and furiously ot the bell,

under the circumstances the hut
decision that could have been given
was the one Referea Arnold mode
when he called the bout o drow.
MNeither bay hod been hurt to any ex=
tent, and although Dempsey londed
the cleanest blows, this was offset
by the aggressiveness of Sudenberg,
who carried the fight to his rangier
opponent all through the battle. In
Dempsey, who gives promisesef de-
veloping into uﬂmuv}w:?ghh there is
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The fight batween il-n and
Harrison, from the ﬂnndpmm of
actual fighting of the give and
toke order, was the best scrap
of the evening. Harrison showed
up to batter advantage ogainst
Smith than he hes in any of kg
fights for months. Referee
Arnold called the bout a drow,
and while the decision was nat
in accordance with the views
of many in the crowd who thought
that Smith hod o thade the bast
of the battle on points, it was
the most satisfactory verdict
that could have been rendered,
as nelther had any decided laad.
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staged their expected tango :I-urn:q
of Four rounds. The boub wes
called a drew. Duffy couldn't

. hit Studlay and the soilor couldn't
hurt Duffy, although he swung a -

i;li shoa tops flush on

5 | e

pl..:k." of 'ri'li baftles were

hondled by Referee Arnold, wheo
did not n|r any holding, but
Iec-apl' the fightars wnrl:ing all

the time. The customary clinches

which have baen wished on the
Fans in the past did not

! materialize last night, for

| Arnold l-:upl' the scroppers
ﬂpur:ﬂld all the WY .
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Toenopah Daily Bononza
June 14, 1915

TWO BIG BATTLES

Seme Disapproval of
Both Decisions

TEN ROUMNDS EACH

All Four Fighters Rough Shoe It
From the Tap of the Gong -
Bratton is Struck Low

A crowd of about eleven hundred
people witnessed two hard fought bat-
Hes in the Alrdome last night. Both
ware ten round goes and each wos
declored o drow. Some dissetisfoc=

* Clartmond Wifhars, grclﬂ- teachers
tions. The first go wes between Jock
Dempsey and Johnny Sudenberg and
the second between Meoore and
Jack Brotton. Goldfield was well rep=
resented at the ringside, ocbout sixty
coming over by special train, while
there were eight or ten auto loods
from the gold camp.

Preliminary by Rounds

Round 1 = Dempsey's mass attacks
and Sudenberg's unpreparedness re-
sulted in three Floorings and one slip.
Evidently Dempsey' 5 ombition to end
the h-n’r'r]}; before his entogonist could
recover his defense, Superior height
and reach, together with Johnny's
erouching position, prevented return
of blows. Uppercut to jow set local
man groggy ~ Jack swings twice to
feee, missing bath, then left jab and
right to face. Sudenbearg tokes count
on right to jow. Again takes count
an right te body and right, left and
right to jow. Agoin downed on two
to stomach. Sudenberg misses swing
and is fought to ropes. Sudenberg
lands to face as gong sounds.

Round 2 - Jack puts left to face

and misses right swing. Sudenberg
accepts hl:nﬂ ilnlz and rlu:lng;‘_lﬂ Idly in
return, arly goes through r 5.
Tokes right rurfuu and hangs ?m
aveid further punishment. Dempsey
drives to foce, repeats. Suden-
berg returns left ond right to stom-
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Round 3 = Dempsey twice misses
swings. Sudenberg gets under them
ond closes in. Sudenberg is fought

to his corner. Twe rights to Demp-
sey's jaw and one to Sudenberg's.
Johnny's defense improves. Dempsey
to body and Johnny rests on his shoul=
der. Dempsey uppercuts on ropes.

Round 4 = Sudenberg lands to body.
Dempsey twice to face. Fight wit
one arm free. Short jobs freely ex-
changed, but punches light. Demp-
sey puts two to belly. They exchange
to face. Dempsey very tired. Each
neglects openings. Dempsey money
still in evidence. Both complain of
low blows.

Round 5 - D:mml:z lands on ribs,
misses swing ond then gets in right
and left to jaw that sends Johnny's
head bouncing but he takes punish-
ment well ond ducks cleverly. Su~
denberg puts three light ones to jow
ond tries for a sleeping powder, miss-
ing by & hair's breadth, then tokes
one on jaw, one 1o body and right
ond left to head.

Found & = Three to Johnny's heod.
Sudenberg misses upparcut. To Su-
denberg's head ond . Johnn
solely on defensive. He regains Ei:
strength by holding on and toking
short punches In the kidneys. Suden-
berg after breckaoway gets in two
telling blows to neck and body,
receiving one on jaw.

* type in original




TWO BIG BATTLES

Round 7 = Johnny lands heavy over
heart, jobs exchanged. Sudenberg
accepts on jow, face and body.
berg ogain wrestles. Swings ex~
changed, both mising.

Round B = Twao rignts ore londed on
Sudenberg's jow, both are returned
with interest. Sudenberg londs heav—
ily on Dempsey's digestive apparatus.
Dempsey works right like o sledge-
hammer end Johnny gets quite grog=
gy. Heavy smash to Sudenberg's jow.

Round ¥ = Dempsey missas twice,
then uppercuts twice. Punch land:
on Dampsey's belly. Dempsey over-
reaches and lands on Sudenberg's
face with his arm. Right to Suden=
berg's heort, interchange to jow. Su-
denberg ottocks wildly and runs into
left. Both uppercut ond cling. Pon=
demonium at end of round. Suden=
berg senses thaot he hos been saving
himzelf For the finish.

Round 10 = Te Sudenberg's face
Dempsey puts right end left to head.
Sudenberg londs full arm to Demp~
say's face and uppercuts to jow. Su-
danbarg to jow ond gets one on foce.
They infight and job but without
stearm, eoch tacking strength to break
oway and land kﬂﬂtf

Referee Minnick |'|i:||d5 up right
arms of both, Decision greeted with
chears ond protests, some observers
elaiming that of the ten rounds eight
ware Dampsay's and ore wos drawn,
but +F'|u rufnrnl huud |'i11 d:;i:Tm o
Sudenbarg's recovery of strength and
his h:t:ing the offensive so :rrﬂﬂgly in
the tenth.

The Moin Event

Herbert White of Stockton chal=
lenged ot 133 te 135 pounds. Jack
Smith of San Diego accepted. The
crowd lovdly acclaimed Roy Moore
and Jack Brotton as they entered the
ring. They fought without bondoges.
Moore worked so fast from the start
that his blows could scarcely be seen.
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much less recorded. He foirly danced
about the ring, his lithe body squirm=
ing with muscles. Bratton, on the
other hand, was stolid ond showed
much better headwork ond close de-
Ferga thon iy his custom,

Round 1 = To Brotten's heod, Brat=
ton to stomach, to Jack's heod and
foce ogain. Taottoo played by eoch on
ribs. A very clear drow. Moore
fought purposely with back to ropes.

Found 2 = Brotton to ribs, taking
return to stomach. Moore instantly
covered up after each lead. Crowd
called to Jock to use both gloves, as
his wark thus far waos all with the
right, the left being in foce defense.
They woltzed giddily, requiring fre=
guent breaking. Hord one to Moore's
stomach, equally hard to Bratton's

[ jow. To Moore's ribs, to Bratton's

stomach .,

Round 3 = Jack misses swing, then
lands five to kidneys. Bratton miscal=
culates and hits to shoulder. Moare
retaliates with two to stomach, then
they interchange at arm lenath,
Moore ducks swing and slips. This

is clearly Bratton's round.

Round 4 = Tonopah boy swings wildly
Moore right to chest and repeats.
Furiows interchange. Bratton goes to
the conves and writhet. He hot re=
ceived blow on pelvic bone, denting
eup and cawing the grein to puff
and the hip to redden. Officers leap
into the ring ond foree back the
croned, Dr. Mesterson mokes exam=
ination. Bratton says he wants to

He
quickly recovers and the battle con-
tinues with tha time token out. The
crowd iy divided in opinion as to the
foul and ereates such tumult that the
gong connot be heard, o thousand
pecplecheering and grooning at the top
of their lungs. Moore thres to

body, to foce and kidney, toking one
to foce. Two to Brotton's stomach,
one seemingly too low,




TWO BIG BATTLES

Round 5 = Moare three to kidneys

and to Brofton's foce. Moore gets an~
other on bogle and the claret Flows
I'reui;,.-. Evens up by purting Bratton's
left eye shut. Ancther ragtime

waltz, with referee chasing them
about the ring to force a break. A
heavy one to Moore's jaw, response to
foce. They interchange rights to
hﬂdr, Bratton to kidng}q. This

round sven.

Round & = Brotton gets three to

belly and kidneys, going te canvas.
Brotton covers up corefully but takes
two more to stomach end ribs, Brat=
ton then forces fighting and lands
heavily on Jow. Again lands on stom=
ach, but Moore retaliates with an up-
percut,

Round 7 = This waos almost on exact
repetition of the sixth round with
Bratton on the aggressive the greater
port of the time, although taking an
uppercut, two body blows and one to
the jow.

Round B = Moore registers three
sharp jobs. ...
was considerably in Moore's favor.

Raund # = Moore's left to stomaeh
Moare to kidneys. Moore uppereuts.
Bratton misses two swings, but pep-
pers with short arm jolts. Moeore
straight to stomoeh and twe te head,
Moare's round.

Reund 10 = Both rally for the final
round. Bratton concentrates for a
knockeut but his antagonist leaves no
opening. Head work by both pleases
the crowd. Bratton gets in a swing
which is merely a glencing blow.
Maoore charges and both go through
ropes, pushed back by ringsiders.
Fighters grow tired and swing blind=
ly and with little steam. Moore upper-
cuts. Tha jolt revives Bratton and

he londs twice to face, then to Brot=
ton's jow. Bratton lands to jow ofter
gong sounds, but possibly could not
hear it for the tumult that prevailed.
This is Bratton's round. Referes de-
clored fight a draw.
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The Referee's Statement
(By J.H. Minnick)

The events at the Airdome last
night were fast and hord os predicted,
but somewhat surprising in the Su=
denberg-Dempsey fight there was
much of the unexpected. Dempsey

| spent himself in flve rounds, receiving

much grandstand applouse, but Suden-
berg recuperated so rapidly and in

the sixth to the finish grew stronger.
In the ninth Dempsey suffered a hard

| right to the stemach and weakened

from thera on, and if the |imit would
have permitted, he could not have en=
dured the punishment three rounds more.

From the time of the seventh Demp=
say lost ground rupidtg and was a
very sick man. Sudenberg found it
necessary to push him aoway in order
to breok, and carried the fight from
there on. In the tenth round Suden=
berg again londed a terrific punch to
the stomach just above the belt, which
put Dempsey to his knees, and in such
a condition that it was an effort for
him to maintain his balance till the
final toll of the gong.

The gameness of the Bratton—Moore
fight was not surprising, but the final
result was just what wos desired.

Each of the beys fought as though he
was protecting his life.

In the fourth round Bratton received
a wicked punch at the belt line, and
just at the paint of the hip bone . This
was somewhob on the foul order, but
did not do damage enough to justify
me in stopping the Fight, Brotton
wished to have a clean decision and
continued for that purpese. Later
Moore delivered another blow to the
same spot which weakened Bratton
very perceptibly, and it was here that
I threatened Moore for his foul toc=
tics, ofter repeatedly giving him warn—
ing. The opparent shode that Moore
had in his faver was only gained in this
way .

Bratton continued gamely but in
pain, and hod recuperated enough by
the tenth round that he again ap=
peared in a strong, determined man=
ner and hed Moore at his mercy when
the gong sounded the end of the battle,
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Goldfield Tribune
July 29, 1913
REFUSE TOQ FIGHT

Because there was not efiough
maney in the house 1o pay them Ffor
their efforts, Jock Dempsey of Pue-
blo and Johnny Sudenberg of Oma-
ha refused to Fight before the Jack

* lo and Johnny Sudenberg of Oma-
fans were given their money back,
For several weeks Sudenberg end
Dempur have tried to show before
the public but on each of the three

occasions they were matched the

bout fell through.

*{this line is o typo in the origingl)
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Duwrango Evening Herald

October B, 1915

Ower 200 fight fans took in the
boxing contest at the Gem lost night
and while there was no knockout there
was some very ... boxing and the
participants ... they hod been in
o mix=up. A preliminary bout be-
tween Rudy Kikol and S5am Barnett
want seven rounds and pleased the
audience. There wos no decision but
it was plain to see the colored boy
was superior in battling and sparring
ond punching. It was the Dempu:r-—
Malley contest that the audience want-
ed and the utmost interest was ex~
hibited. Before the bout Sheriff
Fotsbinder announced that it must be
cantined to a strictly boxing contest-
if there was o knockout he would ar-
rest the porticipants. The sheriff
said it hod to be confined absolutely in
cccordance with the odvertisement.
The bout went the full ten rounds
without a decision, although the

oudience declored Dempsey the better man.
Damﬁu}-' towered over his opponent

and hod o longer reach. Malley, how-
ever, wos game and put up a clever
defense and got in some good welts.

It s thought by some that Barnett

and Maloy would make a ... match

os the colored fellow is developing

into a hard hitter.
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The Cripple Creek Times and Victor Daily Record
MNovember 20, 1915

SMITH AND BAUERS GO 20 ROUNDS TO DRAW

Matty faints at the end of lost round and gong
probably saved him from a knockout = George
Coplen is knocked out by Dempsey in the sixth.

"Matty” Smith, the hair-trigger whirlwind of
Denver and George Bouers, Ii-a sturdy little man
of Goldfield, fought 20 foct rounds to o drow
at the Lyric opera howse lost night . Both men
weare on their feet when the gong rang, but when
tha timekespar struck the triangle, Smith
fainted ond fell sprawling on the Floor.

What would have been the result had the fight
gone a few more rovnds is difficult to predict
but the appearonce of the two men at the end of
the last freme indicated that Bauers would have
won by the k.o. route.

Few fam of the Cripple Creek district have
evar sean such a speedy little man in the ring
as 3mith. He is quick on his feet and his fists
work something like the second hand of a Big
Ben. During the first few rounds Matty seemed
to thorely enjoy himself by ducking the long
swings of Bavers.

Bauvers had the better of the fighting in the
elinches, delivering blows to the kidney: ond
fore that seemed to have plenty of steam behind
them. In open fighting, Matty proved clever,
Bouvers landed but few blows except in the
elinches and many of his rights cut the
atmosphere above the elusive dome of the
little Denver man.

Both men appeared willing to mix it at
all times. Mot until the last round did they
slow down and both appeared tired. They
set such a fast pace in the last two rounds
that neither seamed able to deliver a punch
that would have meant victory. While
Bauers hit several blows in the clinches in
the last round end Matty was groggy, the
Denver man held on until the gong ended
the battle.

The bout wos cne of the best ever
witnessed in the district. Bavers locked
ten pounds heavier thon Smith in the ring,
1:||r|'||:i |'|:'|. Manager EII:I:ITI: +|'||:r|: wias not
three pounds difference in their weight.

Smith weighed in ot 133 and Bouers at 130,

S B T W s ——

Matty is o clever boxer, but perhops he
missed Eh calling by not going on the stage.
Onee he oppeared groggy in the eorly rounds
af the bout, but when Bauers attempted to
“finish the job" Matty came back like o tiger.
George Coplen of Cripple Creek was
knecked out in the sixth round by Jack
Dempsey of Victor, This wos the semi=final
ond while neither man appeared to be in
fighting form they got up a good exhibition
of boxing. Dempsey having the better of the
fight in nearly every round, "Kid" West of
Vietor and "Kid" Bryson of |ﬁd&EEHdlﬂH
fought six rounds to o draw. Both boys waere
aggressive and showed o willingres: to
mix it.




