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DIAMOND'S EXPLOITS
IN THE RING

WHEN Mohammed Noor bin Bahiek
took his first boxing lessons at the
lion City Ring, where
Theatre stands today, no one looking
at him would have lain down a one-

the Rex

cent bet that he would one day make
the grade as a top-class fighter.

Everyone laughed at the way he
shadow-boxed. He had a peculiar
stance and he seemed to

elbows and knees.

Yet this gangling, dark, dedicated

ring fledgling was just a
few years away [rom
making boxing headlines
in the local press.

He was a ([rail-looking
boy when he left Mecca al
the age of '12 for Malaya,
where he made Batu
Pahat his home.

It was in nearby Muar
that Macario Tionico, a
well-known F‘ll ino fight
manager trainer,
picked him up to be a
l)os!er boy in a small

1 commerical firm. It
was Tionico who also
the boy interested in t
egm game — and t.hang

his name to Joe Dia-
mond. From this moment
on, ring history was in the
making.

‘Spoiler’

During his 15 years as a

rize [ighter, Diamond,

nown as a ‘“spoiler” to
fighters and fans alike be-
cause of his tight defence,
fought in Burma, Bangkok
and Indonesia, besides
Singapore, and -in almost
every town in Malaya
until he retired in 1945.

Amon the famous
fighters Diamond took on
were household names
like Ventura Marques, Joe
Eagle, Battlin uiller-
mo, Clever Henry and
Young Tarley, L0 name
just a few.

He beat famous men
like Ignacio Fernandez,
Nai Sompong, Baby John-
son, Rockey Montanes,
Nai Smarn, Neil Hemchit,
Tigier Flowers, Chua Lai,
Golden Boy, Rush Milling,
Luis Blanco and a string
of others.

Diamond had four great
battles with Guillermo. In
their first fight at the
Great World Arena on
Aug 18, 1934, Diamond
won what was described
as “‘one of the best fights
seen in the local ring for a
long time."

Battle

Fight fans were talking
about that great battle be-
tween Diamond and Guill-
crmo for the next four
weeks and the promoter
was forced to offer them a
return bout which Dia-
mond again won on points
g.t the same arena on Nov.
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!
|

be all

"By LIM KEE CHAN

The fight was again the
talk of the town...so the
pair were matched for the
third time on Jan 13, 1935,
at the Malacca City Park.

It was a ding-
tle and the fight ended in
a draw.

| Bukit

dong bat-

® DI1A-

MOND (left)
Is till wvery
active feor
" his age. He
has been a

ﬂo‘mlar par-
in
leng-
d Istance
walking
races.

But Diamond moved
three-up when he scored
another 10-round decision
over Guillermo at the
Binlang Park in
Kuala Lumpur on Dec 27,
1935. Diamond, the master
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‘Joe was
magnificent.
His defence
was almost
impeccable.’
— Malayan
Tribune.

Diamond then took on’

du:vl.het reat fighter from
the Philippines, named
Igac lL'I Fernandez.

1 ernandez, besides
bei g described as “‘the
ma . with an iron jaw and
a4 vicked right,” came
witl a reputation of hav-
ing “nocked out Al Singer,
of the United States, in
the hird round at New
Yorl's Madison Square
Garcen in May 1929. be-
fore Singer went on to be-

come the world light-]

hampion.
12-round
Diamond gained over For-
nandez at the New World
Arenic on Nov 28, 198,
will always be remember-
ed for the spectacular
way Diamond cul lovse in
the sixth round and seni

we:%hl o

. the Filipino to the canvas

| for the

irst time ever in o

Singapore or
ring.

This victory earned him
a return fight at the same
venue on Dec¢ 26, Lhis time
| with Fernandez's Malavin
title on the line and

Malayan

of defence, lurned aggres- ' what a DBoxing Day this

sor and won every round

“turned out to be

After 45 minutes of hard

and furious [fighting, the
referee declared the bout

draw, much to the
vrowd's approval as they
gave the two fighters a
long, standing ovation
when the final bell sound-
il

Before his  battle with
Fernandez, Diamond had
enjoyed a successful
string of viclories, having
heaten the big three of the
Malayan ring — Nai Som-
pong, the ‘Thin Knockout
artist, Haby Johnson,
lightweight  chiunpion  of
the Urient, and Ventura
Marques, the great little
Mexican fighter

Against the  highly-re
puted Mexican feather-
weight Margues, Diamond
put vn a brilliant exhibi-
lion of boxing to win at
the New World Arena in
January, 1936.

One of the judges ga. e
the fight 1o Diamond, 1w
other to Margues, while
referee F.C. Johnson gi .«
his casting vote to [
mond.

Apainst  Johnsun, 1he
colourful Filipin-,
Dyisvmond fought whal w.as
recorded as his best D
ol his career when he wion
after 12 rounds of supii b
boxing by both fighters
the Olymipic Stadium on
Feb 14, 1936

“Joe was magnificent
His defence was  almao o
impeceable and he oo
full use of his superi
height and  reach,”™ the
Malayan Tribune, an
aflernoon paper, reporte:

That wvietory eavne |
him the vight 1o challeng:

tor e Filipine's (rient
lghtweirght title tw o
wieeks  laler but  thi .

Lime Juhnson wits 1oh v
ming and fought an entin
Iv different battle for 1o
rounds to keep his belt.

Biggest

Diamond’'s bigges:
vivtory was, perhap:,
uver Sompong, the rage ol
Hangkok, who had strun
logether o remarkabil
run of knockoul viclorie
since he set foot here
until Dizamond stopped it

Diamond, deseribed o
‘Mr Defente of th
| Malayan ring,” kept
' solid ‘wall up and forced o
draw against the Tha

L welterweight champion
decision

Alter stopping Som
pong’s siring of knockou!
victuries, Diamond  alse
ended the Thai's winning
streak three weeks lal
when he fought a cleves
battle 1o uulw’lint the Thin

al the New World on July
0

Disvmond's  last fight
wias when he lost an
unpopuliar decision 1o
Filipino Battling Sima in
Apl, 1945

Inamomnd now  hives in
Stngapore aml is still very
active for his age. He has
heen a popular partici
piant in many long-dis
Lanee wilking races.
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even when ¢

“chips were down

AMID deafening
cheers from the ca-
Eacity crowd at the

ederated Malay

States godown on the -

il&}!t._ot August 4,
, Tan Teng Kee
was crowned the

ya

Better known as “‘Bat-

Key", the
Singaporoan had

Eey story. Key wag an
tl\'u'rulg};(t‘Jl hit and his
name me a housebold
wm:g,edlle wal: later de-
seri as the

Carpentier of th(ek‘m
(Carpentier, a French-
man, was world light-
bheavyweight champion in
1820). Key had the same
style of putting out his
opponents. .

Reputation

Reputed as the best
boxer, Key was a
fighter who spent his:
money as fast as he made
it. He was one of the big-
E“ box office draws and
d to live up to his repu-
tation.

When Key took up box-
%as a professionsl in
, many of his friends
tried to him out of it.
Boxing had always been
regarded by a lot of peo-
ﬂ: as a brutal sport, and
o h‘ielilds wanl.edl him :
ve a less painful way,
making a living,
But his reply was: “1
love boxing I am pre-

ﬂ-ed to die fighting in
_r{ng_" + :

e
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this prophecy came
rue 14 years I.ltg'.
died with his gloves on.
Born on Sept 28,
Key was educated In
pore at St Joseph's
tution and the Anglo
gling:e School. He S:tan—
xing at a !
Road gymnasium. egle
The man who first took
an interest in Key was a
J. F Pestana, then man-"
ager of the Alhambra
tre in Beach Road.
Pestana has a well known
tight manager
promoter.

Confidence

KEJ was later ma

John Oei and hanl?g:xd- ;-

b;
Bji,lcit confidence and
:‘altymthe man.
¥ had gre%t bﬁ}"ﬂ’ in
pore an alaya,
but he fought some of his
best fights during his
campaign in Manila,
Hongkong, Indonesia
n known as. Java),
nan?tf}!: kok.
y o ig names
he defeated in Singapore
and Malaya were veteran
Grady, Claude de
0, Amin Rusher,
Noel Moreno and A.|
Orsus

He' also had man
memorable fightd wit
men. like Young  Pelky,

Santos, Dommy
Santos, Cowboy Reyes,
Amdge Dupre, Fighting
Surbito, Vincent Pereira
Battling Guillermo and

and tic

=. ; ye%'s of trad-
panches, Key earned
something like $50,000 —
money in his time.
ey fought Carvalho
three times. In thefr first
meetiaTE in April 1922,
Carvalho, reputed to be a
knockout artist, found
Key too crafty and lost
convincingly over six
rounds.

valho, also described as
the *‘Johore Tiger'' aveng-
ed his defeat after a hec-
0-round battle at the

&
rove who was the

0
bu!,t
3promoters ma
plorship. at the.
at the
%UD on fug 4, 1922,

This time _
the dssue beyond doubt
whett he set a terrific,

ce ! from ' the opening
1l and forced Carvalho
to the ropes repeatedly.

As Key caught Carvalho
on the jaw with the right,
and hooked into the stom-
ach with the left, the “Jo-
hore ‘llger" sank to the
canvas for the full count.
The fight lasted 95 sec-

Key toured the Philip-
pines not long after that
and made a sensational
debut . when he knocked
out Kid Apache in the sec-
ond round on May 19,
1923.

, 8 ng -
mnd.yat the gtidinm on

¢

B ey S

March 17, 1923, the

" Grady had to make
use of his experience to
last out his younger oppo-
nent’'s onslaught.

Gallant

Key won, but Gragly
was a uded for his gal-
lant lay.

Grady levelled the score
‘with );‘ hl'-l the {Fetﬂ.rn
fight at the Happy Valley
or?h.lune 6, 1924, and then
went one up over the local
fighter at the same venue
on Oct 3, 1924, winning
both occasions on points.

A fortnight later, Key
stopped Claude de Rozar-
io, the featherweight
champion who was out to
put himself in line for a
cirt?:k for the lightweight
title. -

was obvious that
Rozario was out for an

early knmockout as he tore

atweight in  Maa

tched

Key proved |

Key on the defensive. But
Keﬁ.vl. played for time.

the third round, Key
floored Rozario twice, be-
j{ bell came. |

staggering and his
seconds Lhrew in the

Key’s battle with hard-
hitting Filipino Young
Pelky took place at the
New World Arena on Oct.
13, 1923. The fight was
billed as the ‘‘BHattle of
the Keys”, and ringside
seats, normally sold for $5
were hiked to $10, and
despite that there was a
full house.

Too strong

Key gave away seven
kilogrammes, but he was
ﬂlrlm until the seasoned

knocked him out
in eighth round.

Key d been floored
three times in the seventh
round and was saved by
the bell.

It was obvious by the
e ml.hn round tht:; thAe

0 was too strong.
1elt'iwok sent the Singa
rean down for the full

count.

Pelky left for the United
States soon after and
made a big hit there fight-

ing as Lope Tenorio.

Another Filipino who

;made a big name in the

States after his campaign
in Singapore was Cowboy
Reyes who had three
fights with Key.

ey was outpointed in
their first fight over 10
rounds at the Happy Val-
le{“an Aug. 12, 1924,

the return fight on

Sept. 12, 1924, Key put up
a much-improved per-
formance and held the
clasal{el?‘ilipina to a draw.
But Reyes scored another

ints victory over the
ocal flghter on Jan 2,
1925.

Then began the slide to
oblivion for Key. He
seemed to lose his stinf(.

On Oct. 10, 1929, Key
took a beating:from Bat-
tling Guillermo, a Filipi-
no. The ({%ht was held at
the New World Moonlight
Hall. In the ninth round,
the referee st the
fight in favour of the
Filipino.

The late Matthew de
Souza, a boxing afficiona-
do once wrote: “I was

e fight, my
eyes were full of tears for
a great friend who was a
great idol of thousands
only a few years ago."

A Was stop aig

round in their second
| meeting at the Suan S'nuk
Stadium In Bangkok on
Jan. 31, 1931.

Fighting Choo, a local
boxer, also stopPed Key
at the New World Arena
on Segt. 2, 1932. Choo's
first blow had Key down
for a count of five. Key
hit the deck nine more
times before he was stop-

ped.

On Jan. 30, 1932, Pat
Reading handed Key an
severe beating before
| stopping him in the sec-
ond round at the New
World Arena.

Long count

Key took the long count
when he decided to make
a comeback after a long
layoff. The venue: Merry-
land Park in Seremban.
The date: Mar 20, 1935.
The opponent: Jimmy
Nelson.

Key started off well and
was fighting impressively
in the early rounds. Then
a light ﬁlanctng tow from
Nelson hit Key on the chin
in the fifth round. Key
sank to the canvas, but
?prang immediately to his
eet.

In the next round, Nel-
son had Key down again
with & right hook to the
face, but the bell rang in
the nick of time.

Key returned to his cor-
ner looking exhausted, He
was unable to continue.

As the bell rang for
round seven, Key got up
from his stool and collaps-

,ed. He was rushed to

tal where he died

without regaining con-
sclousness.

Next week:

Y. C. SONG
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Dado,
Joe Mate, Joe Mendiola
Ba Guillermd an
Clever Mauro,
his sensational knock-out
victory over Cowboy

, Mate and Reyes
later went on and made a
big- name for themselves
in the United States.
Then there were never-

to-be-tmmn battles
against greats like

Battli t!? ! “l”:
attlin ey agajins
whamhe‘lnd v’.’hreeshaptlc

taking “the
t title from him.

Cowboy Reyes™
AFTER watching a over In
ion at the | way to the

"i and awarded the fight

i

4
B

ag
Z'E
5

25
g
B

g

R

i
i

i
:

' two, giving away about

pore rings and created a

their feet cheering the
two tjghterﬁ right up to

Though Song had won,
Amin was also
and ovation for
t performance.

The first Somg versus
Battling Key clash came
R
I:rpya.l thnyihe t-

conceding six

eighth round when an old

done enough In
ous rounds to
and he received a
dous cheer from the
capacity crowd as his
hands were raised in
victory.
br:nv:dmer large crowd
threate
er on March 4.%
watch the return
tween Song and at
the same venue.

mm once again enter-
the thousands with
his . _speed and
r{ower punc] b
ey opened up the same
cut over Song’s eye in the
eighth round. )
time was not
s0 lucky ... for referee
st the Ffght after
examining the damage
to

weath-
, to
ht be-

Key.

Key's title was put on
the l.l’:'le when the pair met
for the third time. The

: New World Arena.
date: Oct 5, 1928.

Song was once again

the  much lighter of the

performance

six pounds. This, however,
did not seem to bother
him as he ducked through
the ropes with a confident
look.

Then he went into battle
with his fast fists against
a ring idol who seemed to
wilt under the barrage of
n"hblows. It was a happy

t for Song who won

be h?gl}ngl o;edu:g
e ng

end for the career of Key. 1

Joe Mendiola, described
as the “Tiger from: Mani-
la,’’ inva the -

big impression when he
stomd Boy Walley, one
of local greats who
had just returned from a
.successful tour of the US.
Song was matched
ﬁniﬂst Mendiola on Aug
, 1930. The hard-hitting
Filipino proved too power-
ful for and kept glil.-
g 29, P, e
bod hich ho;:ut:dme
y wi ap to
take a lot out of the

le image a sprang
“from his corner at the mo-
ment the bell sounded. He
hit Song from one corner

‘| of the ring to another.

Song could only cover-up

and pray.
Suddenly a left swing

caught flush on the

out.
Key concentrat-
R jaw. iola followed

this up with a lightning

® SONG ... with pieture of himself In younger days.
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right and left to the face.

Song went down for the
| full count.

But Song was far from
finished where boxing was | 10th round for a .popular=
concerned. He next put up | win. |
two stirrin
against Batt
mo, another top-ranked | night of Sept 28, 1934,

But n%, hting with
full confi - g; this

time, gave the Filipino no
chance to move ahead
and kept his lead right to |
the final bell ending the |

ﬁ battles Five years later, at the
ng Guiller- | Great World arena on the

Fihﬂino - .____
ir first fight at thﬂ Guillermo avenged his de-
New World Arena on Aug

8, 1929, was recorded as |
one of the best bouts of ' out.

Song's career. He had a few more

| feat by Song with a sensa-
tional first-round knock-

r sizing up each | unimportant fights — then

other for the first two hung up his gloves. So

rounds, the battle heated | had given local boxing

up when both went for | he had, and this was a lot.
each other with every
nch in the book — and
ng proved slightly the
better. going to give them

By the ninth, Guillermo | second

must have sensed that he
was behind and tried to
make u|

If he could not continue to
.glve the fans the slick
skill they had come to ex-
pect from him, he was not

-best ‘ormances.
So ended the career of a

mﬂ and gifted local
T,

the deficit.

By LIM KEE CHAN




@ LIM ...In 1952 when be feught Semn See

1 WEARY Lim Kee Chan rests his head on the shoulder of

Pierre Cossemyns during a spell of in-fichting in their 10-

round bout on Sunda,f which Cossemyns won on points.—
Straits Times picture.

MUCH PRAISE FOR
KEE CHAN’S GRIT

He’s put Colony on boxing map

THE COURAGE which Lim Kee Chan showed in his|
10-round battle against the world’'s fourth best

bantamweight, Pierre - Cossemyns, in Singapore on

Sunday night has won him a good deal of admiration.

GENUINE worLpB8uass
BOXING EVENT'I

SUNDAY 16th JAN. 9 p.m.

HAPPY WORLD STADIUM

SPORTSMAN PROMOTIONS
PROUDLY PRESENT

PIERRE COSSEMYNS

OFFICIAL WORLD CONTENDER NO. 4
VERSUS

LIM KEE CHAN

MALAYA'S ANSWER TO A WORLD RANKING FIGHTER!

JO JANSSENS 10 rDs. RAY RICO

OFFICIAL BELGIUM CHAMPION ORIENT CONTENDIR.

STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY —
PANCHO  vs. DOWNER
MEL AMAT vs. SOMSEE

Il samAL vs. MAJID
CHIANG  vs. ANDERSON

NO 5o raaccasrs

Tickets: $8. $5. $2. B”ﬁmium:rs T:::w‘:‘h.'ﬂf :z. "

match or the *:
him. He is a
with a zreat fighting
So Malaya n
prosper. at last L
way ahead for Kee Ch
i has suddenly fcund

i Eeasy_

. Confident
! Fa does &

| bur he has -
the cunfide
nLination

ragardad
fizhter.”
. When 1
on his n ent display ing
his dressinig room  he smiled |
and muttered through hish
swollen lins: I did my best.

but it was net good enough.,
1 cdid not et Singapore down.
,did 17" he asked. !
i No. Kee Chan, vou were tops:
ltw:: start to finish! — RAL
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SINGAPORE ARENA CORPORATION
PRESENTS
PROFESSIONAL BOXING
GAY WORLD STADIUM
FRIDAY 22nd OCTOBER, 1971 9.00 p.m.

PROMOTER: REZGU! GUIZANI
MAIN - EVENT

10 Rds.

HARRY HAYES vS. SIDRG VICERA
Australia No. 1 115 lbs.  Philippines No. 4

SECOND MAIN EVENT
8 Rds. 147 Ibs, WONG SASOENO

GOLDEN HOFF
Indonesia

V8.

Indonesia
SUPPORTING MAIN EVENTS
TAHAR GUIZANI 6 Rds. 120 Ibs. JAGGER MOR
Tunisia vs, Singapore
RICKY MARANTIEA 6 Rds. 115 lbs. MOHAMED NOR
Indonesia vs. Singapore
BRIAN WILKINS 4 Rds. 160 1bs. JOHN LIANG
British vs. British

PLUS ANOTHER 4 ROUND BOUT

e g NS S S e R S S S S e e I I P I S S e e e e e e e e g e
Confucius Attention!!! REZGUI GUIZANI Ex World Contender WISMA TRAVEL

Entertainment No. 4 Junior Lightweight invites young Singaporeans | SERVICE (PTE) LTD.
WISMA HOUSE

Consultants who are willing to study the art of Boxing. Contact
378 President Building | SINGAPORE ARENA CORP. 12, Lucky Rise, | ORCHARD ROAD,
Singapore-8. Singapore 16. SINGAPORE, 9.

Tel: 462571.
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