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THE FIRST MODERN OLYMPIC BOXING COMPETITION - 
THE COMPLETE STORY 

The following pages contain an article on the 1904 St. Louis Olympic 

boxing events which originally appeared in the Olympic Games Boxing Record 
Book. What was not included in that book were the actual newspaper accounts 

from the St. Louis Globe-Democrat and St. Louis Republic that were the basis 
for that article. 

Those newspaper clippings are reproduced on the pages following the 
article. Unfortunately, as is usually the case with reproductions of reproductions, 

some of the clarity has been lost. Where necessary, the text has been retyped. 

Also included is a page from Spaulding's Official Athletic 'Almanac for 
1904. For many years, this book served as the only source for 1904 Olyrrpic 

results. Consequently, its account has been perpetuated in subsequent works 

on the Olympic Games. Its listing of a third place finish for Joe Lydon in the 
145 lb. class (in which only three contestants competed) but its omission 

of Fred GilmoreE's similar achievement in the 125 lb. class has been carried 
forward in record books. Thus Gilmore's feat of placing third in his first 
amateur bout has been overlooked. Also, the fact that there was only one bout 
in the 105, 115 and 158 lb. classes has never been adequately publicized. 

The dates of September 21-24, shown for the 1904 boxing tournament 
in the Spaulding book have also been erroneously included in subsequent 
Olympic accounts. As the articles show, the boxing lasted but two days. This 
confusion probably came about because in early Olympic schedules published 

in 1904 those were the planned dates for the boxing tournament. Adding to the 

confusion is the St. Louis Globe-Democrat article of September 18th, included 
in the following pages)  which stated that the "Olympic Bouts Begin Monday" 

(September 19th). In fact, the bouts did not begin until Wednesday, September 21st, 

and due to the limited number of entrants (and the smaller number that actually 
appeared) were concluded the following day, September 22nd. 

It's hoped that the following article and newspaper accounts will help 
to shed some light on the most extraordinary (and least known) Olympic boxing 
tournament of all time. 

John Grasso 



 



THE FIRST MODERN OLYMPIC BOXING COMPETITION 

Would you agree that an Olympic Games that stretched 

from April through September and included such events as a 
mudfight, a pole climbing contest, a javelin throw for accu-

racy and a boxing match in which one of the contestants was 

making his boxing debut was not your ordinary Modern Olympic 
Games? 

The 1904 Olympic Games in St. Louis featured such 

bizarre happenings. The Olympic Games had been revived just 

eight years earlier and had not yet taken its present shape 

as a sports extravaganza. It was held as an adjunct to the 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition and various sports events were 

contested that summer under the semblance of Olympic compe-

tition. Many of the contests were treated by the rest of the 

country as local sporting events and consequently were not 
even reported in the newspapers outside St. Louis. 

One of the unique attractions of the fair was an an-

thropology exhibit. Individuals from "exotic lands" were 

invited to live on the fairgrounds in surroundings that at-

tempted to resemble their native habitat. Sioux, Chippewa 
and Crow Indians, African Pygmies, Patagonians, New Zealand 
natives and others were present for the duration of the 

fair. As part of the anthropological study, they were invi-

ted to participate in various track and field events as well 

as a "native" event. Thus, a fifty foot pole climb was held 

with the winner reaching the top in 20.4 seconds. A javelin 
throw for accuracy, kicking a baseball for distance and a 
mudfight between three man Pygmy teams were among the other 

contests. (For the record, the team of Shamba, Lumbang and 

Maleng defeated Latuna, Bushubba and Octobang.) 

Among the many other sports contested that summer, 

boxing was held for the first time as an Olympic event. The 

boxing competition was originally scheduled from September 

21st through 24th in seven weight classes, but in fact, it 
was concluded in just two days. As of September 18th, there 

were only 22 individuals entered - all from the United 
States. Ten were from St. Louis, three each from San Fran-

cisco and New York, and the remaining six from other Eastern 

and Midwestern cities. The St. Louis Republic reported that, 

"It is expected that many fistic artists will enter on the 

field just before the commencement of the bouts." Unfortun-

ately such was not the case. 

On the first day of competition, September 21st, 
eight bouts were held - six lightweight contests, one 

heavyweight and one featherweight bout. In the featherweight 

(125 pound limit) contest, Fred Gilmore made his amateur 
boxing debut but lost a decision to Frank Haller. As the 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat put it, "This was Gilmore's first 
appearance in the ring and the son of the veteran Harry 
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THE FIRST MODERN OLYMPIC BOXING COMPETITION (cont.) 

Gilmore acquitted himself creditably." Since there were 

only three contestants in this class, Gilmore finished in 
third place although he did not receive a medal for his 

efforts. (Due to the lack of formality in these Games, 

Gilmore's name does not appear in modern day record books 

while the efforts of Joseph Lydon, who finished third of 

three entrants in the welterweight class, have been given 

proper recognition.) 

Another individual who finished third but has not 

been given due credit for his accomplishment was the 

St. Louis heavyweight, William Michaels. His bout with Sam 

Berger of San Francisco was a one-sided affair that lasted 

less than 3 minutes and 15 seconds but was not over until 

1:35 of the third round. The reason for this apparent dis-
crepancy in the times is that under the amateur boxing rules 

of that era, a knockdown ended a round. Berger knocked 

Michaels down in 22.2 seconds of the first round and again 

after 1:16.8 of the second round - (times were reported to 

the nearest fifth of a second in those days.) Thus, the 

first two rounds were over in less than two minutes. In the 
third round, Michaels again went down and this effectively 

stopped the contest. The St. Louis Globe-Democrat described 

the bout in the colorful style of that era in this way: 

After the 135-pound preliminaries had been 

disposed of the heavy-weight class was pre-

sented, and in this class there was but one 
bout, another farce, in which a healthy-

looking lad called Michaels, a resident of 

the Mound City, thought he would have some 

fun with the California giant, Sam Berger. 

While Michaels was having his mits (sic) 

adjusted he was calling good-by to his friends 

in the grand stand. Berger was sitting in 

his corner, with an amused smile on his 

face, and wondering what he was up against. 

When the men came together, Michaels imme- 
diately proceeded to knock the head off the 

native son, but the first thing the St. Louis 

lad knew he was sitting on the mat rubbing 

his temple, where Berger had landed a right 

swing, knocking him down. That ended the 
first round. Time - :22 1/5. 

Enough for Mr. Michaels 

When Michaels returned to his corner he 

wore a sickly smile - the smile that wouldn't 

come off. The men came to the center of the 
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THE FIRST MODERN OLYMPIC BOXING COMPETITION (cont.) 

mat for the second round, but this time 
Berger was merciful and allowed Michaels to 
last 1:16 4/5. Then he dropped him with a left 
to the jaw. The time record was broken in the 
third round, when Michaels stayed 1:35 2/5, 
after'Berger had stuck his chin out until he 
was tired, Michaels refusing to see the point. 

Then Michaels sat down once more and the 
championship went to Berger. 

To further illustrate the lack of formalities and 

organization, this bout was reported as having been for the 

championship and the headline of the article read, "Berger 

wins Olympic Title". There had been one other entrant in 
that class, Charles Mayer, but he had not arrived from New 

York. Berger remained in St. Louis, the following day and 

was scheduled to box an exhibition with his trainer, a 

Professor Van Court. But on that day Mayer showed up and 

Berger, who had been named the champion, was now obliged to 
fight Mayer before he would receive official recognition. 

Fortunately for all concerned, Berger was able to defeat 

Mayer and won the Olympic title for the second day in a row. 

There were eight contestants who appeared for the 

135 pound (lightweight) division and six bouts were held the 

first day - four preliminary and two semi-final. The best 

bout was between Jack Eagan of Bryn Mawr, Pa. and Joseph 

Lydon of St. Louis. It was won by Eagan in a close decision. 

By contrast, another lightweight bout was a farce. Harry J. 

Spanger of Newark, N.J. met K. Jewett of Boston and it be-

came quickly apparent that Jewett had a very limited know-
ledge of boxing. The referee, Harry Sharpe (a well-Lnown 

St. Louisan who refereed two of Abe Attell's featherweight 

championship bouts that year) stopped the bout 48 seconds 

into the second round. 

Another burlesque was a Mutt and Jeff affair between 

Arthur Seward of Springfield, Mo. and Russell Van Horn of 

St. Louis in which Van Horn totally outclassed his taller 
opponent. This bout also was called off in the second round. 
The final preliminary bout was between Carroll Burton and 
Peter Sturholdt, both of St. Louis. Burton outboxed Stur-
holdt in a close battle and was awarded the decision. 
Shortly afterward it was discovered that Burton was really 
O.L. Bollinger. Bollinger had been in good standing with 

the Amateur Athletic Union and there was no apparent reason 

for his use of an alias, but he nonetheless was disqualified 

and suspended by the AAU for competing under an false name. 
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THE FIRST MODERN OLYMPIC BOXING COMPETITION (cont.) 

After the featherweight and heavyweight bouts were 

held, the four winning lightweights returned for their 
second bout of the day. Spanger and Van Horn fought a close 

bout for two rounds but Van Horn tired badly in the third 

and was defeated. Sturholdt, who had lost to Bollinger 

(alias Burton), was reinstated and promptly lost his second 

bout of the day in another close battle. 

On the following day, September 22nd, the remaining 

bouts were held. In the flyweight class (which had a limit 

of 105 pounds at that time), one of the entrants, Ben Tipton 

of St. Louis, was suspended by the AAU as the result of a 
bout four days prior and was not allowed to compete. 

Another entrant, Thomas Riordan of St. Louis, did not appear 
and thus George V. Finnegan of San Francisco and Miles J. 

Burke of St. Louis were the only two able contestants. Even 

though Burke weighed in over the limit (107 3/4 lbs. to 

Finnegan's 104 pounds), Finnegan outclassed him and the 

referee stopped their bout in the first round. Burke holds 

the distinction of being the only man to finish second in 

an Olympic boxing tournament while boxing less than one 

minute, failing to win a bout and failing to make the weight. 

Finnegan, although he weighed but 104 pounds also 

entered the 115 pound (bantamweight) class. Again, one of 

the three entrants failed to appear and the only bout was 
for the championship. George V. put up a game battle against 
Oliver L. Kirk of St. Louis but due to the huge weight dif-

ference Finnegan lost the first bout of his career. For his 

efforts he earned his second medal of the day. Kirk also en-

tered a second weight class and defeated Frank Haller in the 

125 pound (featherweight) division while spotting him ten 

pounds. To this day, no one has ever matched Kirk's feat of 
winning two Olympic boxing gold medals in one tournament. 

In the lightweight class, the two semi-final losers, 

Van Horn and Sturholdt, were matched in a bout for third 

place. Poor Sturholdt lost his third bout in two days and 

was almost knocked out. The championship bout was decided 
between Harry Spanger and Jack Eagan. Spanger gave an ex-

cellent exhibition of boxing skills and was awarded the 

championship. He proved himself to be somewhat of an iron 

man since he also was entered in the welterweight class. 

There he won a disputed decision from Joseph Lydon, one of 

the previous day's lightweight losers. In the welterweight 

final, Spanger fought his third bout of the day, and fifth 

in two days, but fatigue and the ten pound weight difference 

did him in and Albert Young of San Francisco won the decision 

and the welterweight title in his only Olympic bout. 
Spanger's feat of four victories and five bouts in two days 
has never been equalled in Olympic competition. 



THE FIRST MODERN OLYMPIC BOXING COMPETITION (cont.) 

Middleweight Charles Mayer of New York arrived just 
in time for the weigh-in in that class and made the 158 lb. 
limit. He promptly stopped Ben Spradley of St. Louis in 
three rounds in the only bout in that division. Spradley did 

not appear on the list of tournament entrants and was one of 
those "fistic artists who entered on the field just before 

the commencement of the bouts" as the St. Louis Republic 

had predicted. 

Mayer then was matched with Sam Berger in the 

heavyweight final although he was outweighed by 24 pounds. 

As mentioned before, Berger was thought to have won the title 
on the previous day. While Mayer put up a good effort, Berger 

hung on to gain a close decision. 

All told, there were only 17 bouts and 18 competitors 

- all from the United States. Only the lightweight division 

had more than two bouts. Three divisions had only one bout 

each. Five of the contestants entered dual classes and 

four of them won two medals each. There were about 400 

people in attendance on the first day of competition and not 

much more on the second. By contrast, in 1976 at Montreal 

there were nearly as many competitors as there were specta-

tors in 1904. 

Olympic Boxing Records set in 1904 

Individual 

Most championships 

2 - Oliver L. Kirk 

Most weight classes competed in 

2 - George V. Finnegan (flyweight, bantamweight) 

2 - Oliver L. Kirk 	(bantamweight, featherweight) 

2 - Joseph P. Lydon 	(lightweight, welterweight) 

2 - Harry J. Spanger 	(lightweight, welterweight) 

2 - Charles Mayer 	 (middleweight, heavyweight) 

Most bouts in two days 

5 - Harry J. Spanger 

Most bouts won in two days 

4 - Harry J. Spanger 

Team 

Most championships 

7 - United States 

Miscellaneous 

Fewest countries 	- 1 
Fewest competitors - 18 

Fewest bouts 	 - 17 
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105 

1904 

lbs. 	- 

St. 	Louis Olympic Games Boxing Entrants 

George V. Finnegan, San Francisco 
Ben Tipton, 	St. 	Louis 
Thomas Riordan, St. 	Louis 

Miles J. 	Burke , 	 St. 	Louis 

115 lbs. 	- O.L. 	Kirk, 	St. 	Louis 
George V. 	Finnegan, San Francisco 
Jerry Casey, New York 

125 lbs. 	- Fred Gilmore, Chicago 
Frank Haller, Covington, 	Ky. 
O.L. 	Kirk, 	St. 	Louis 
Carl 	Burton, St. 	Louis 

135 lbs. 	- H.J. 	Spanger, 	Newark, 	N.J. 
K. 	Jewett, Boston 
Peter Sturholdt, 	St. 	Louis 

Jack Eagan, 	Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
Joseph P. 	Lydon, St. 	Louis 
Patrick Maloney, New York 
Arthur Seward, 	Springfield, Mo. 
Russell. Van Horn, 	St. 	Louis 

145 lbs. 	- Jack Eagan, 	Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
Joseph Lydon, St. Louis 
Al Young, San Francisco 

158 lbs. 	- Charles Mayer, New York 
Al Young, San Francisco 
Rude Kreider, St. Louis 

Heavyweight 	William M. Michaels, St. Louis 
Sam Berger, San Francisco 
Charles Mayer, New York 

Referee 	 Harry W. Sharpe, St. Louis 
Judges 	 George Harnish, New York 

Frank Stewart, St. Louis 
Timer 	 J.C. O'Brien, St. Louis 
Clerk 	 Martin Delaney, St. Louis 

* on entry list but did not compete 

Burton competed in 135 lb. class - not 125 lb. class 
Eagan competed only in 135 lb. class - not 145 lb. class 
Spanger also competed in 145 lb. class 
Young competed only in 145 lb. class - not 158 lb. class 
Benjamin Spradley, St. Louis competed in 158 lb. class 

although not on original list of entrants. 
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Olympic Louts 
Begin Monday. 

Sixteen Amateurs at the Boxing 

Cams Will Battle Ma...Medals 

in the Open Air. 

Begianieg to-morrow at the Stadium 

sixteen aspirants for Olympic boxing 
championship honors will don the mite at 
the first Open-air tournament held In the 

West In many years. 
The affair Is divided into seven muses, 

106, 115• 125. 136. 145, 158 pounds and the 
heavy-weight class. dome of the best 
amateur boxers In the country are entered 
in the totirnament, and among the entries 
sent in was that of Dr. Joseph Knipe of 
New York, the former A. A. U. heavy-
weight champion. Dr. Knipes entry was 
rejected, however. as he is a teacher of 
boxing. which ban him from competition. 

In the 100-pound class one of the best 
boy. In the country will box—George V. 
Finnegan of Ban Francisco. Finnegan has 
fought many battles with ameteurl• and 
line yet to find a man who will etetnd more 
than two rounds of his slugging. lie is 
training daily at Goth's Grove, and route,' 

recently that lie will go into the ring with 
the der•Ominariort of putting hits opho. 
:lents ou; In the shortest space of time 

ri  possible . Paddy Carroll, a local boy, and 
n membe of the Business Men's gymna. 

slum, wil meet Finnegan. Carroll has a 
good lot- 1 reputation, but will have hie 
hands full when he opposes Finnegan. 

Young Gilmore Enters. 
There IS but one entry In the 115-pound 

class. L L Kirk of Bt. Louis, end In the 
L5-pound class Fred Gilmore, son of the 
veteran Harry Gilmore of Chiago, will 
box. Young Gilmore has never appeared 
in the ring and la a high school boy. He 
is said to possess all of the cunning and 
cleverness of his "daddy" and will make 
some opponent kiss the mat for the count. 
count. 

There are seven citndWates for the 
medals IP the 135-pountY class, among 
them beleg Al Young of San Francisco, 
Joe Lydon of St. Louis Carl Burton of 
St. Louis and Jewett of Boston. Lydon 
Is a husky youngster and capable of talc. 
ing and delivering • lot of punishment. 
Burton le • clever amateur and won the 
IX2-poun6 championship at the Business 
Men's gybe.  last winter, Egan and Lydon 
are Alpo entered in the 145-pound class. 

In the heavy-weight class there are 
two entries, Sam Berger of San Francis • 
co and Michaels of St. Louis. During the 

week Berger ban been training at put
Roth Grove. He worked yesterday with 

West
who meats O'Keefe at the 

West End dub Thursday. It was ex- =l that lkotenbaeh of New York. who 
ively defeated Berger on the °oast, 

would enter, but up to a late hour last 
night his entry had not been received. 
Berger to In excellent condition and it le 
doubtful if notenbach could defeat the 
Californian at this time. Little is known 
of Michaels in and around this city. 

The bong will M nducted in • ring 
saner tits Staatuas. W

win 	1p at 2. p. m. Tao sal 
tries posiae=ps= 	follows: 

KS. 	 . ttaasess,,. Rat  

%,141:4 11111C11 ISM feyness w on•e , "••••• 
horn(Me of the liardc , t laittics of his lieu 
and t-ecllr,d the 

Britt's Best a Draw. 
Britt, to redeem 	 was forced to 

nivel O'Keefe again. this line, 4t Butts. 
They fought twenty rounds and at the end 
the referee wa_s unable to ect•arote the 
merits of the men. Tress reports gave 
ILYKrrfe the better of the argument. 

O'Keefe to-day Is one of the best men 
In his clans and would undoubtedly give 
Joo (lane or any of those In the hret night 
a tough argument. 

As Britt and (llins have been matched to 
tight In Vriseo, lifter years of argune nt 
about the match. the O'Keefe hunt hero 
b••omes one of considerable Interest. 
O'Keefe, If he wins next Thursday, will 
probably go after the whiner of the Gans-
Drill contest. 

telieefe' ■ opponent Thursday is a husky 
noun specimen from Chicago. who has 
had th e e Windy City fight followers guess-
ing as a result of recent successes In the 
ring. 

Green recently put it an over Jack 
Stearns in a recent Indianapolis right 
and Stearns •chleyed distinction by whip-
ping the now Carnet,. Battling Nelson. Ile 
Is said to be an aglyreesive, hustlieg tighter 
of strength and gameness. and O'Keefe, it 
is thought. has bitten off a hard Piece to 
chow. 

O'Keefe. In anticipation of an earl),  fall 
engagement. has kept himself, In fair 
shape, and neither man will need much 
preliminary notion for tittIng himself. 

Both Fighters Here. 

'loth fighters •  are in the city 	Green, 
looking healthy and strong, arrived yes-
terday morning and la quartered at Roth 
grove, whore /clam Berger, Flanigan and 
the amateur fighters who are to appear in 
the Olympic boxing tourney next week 
are established. Green and Borger will 
work together. 

O'Keefe arrived last night and will work 
♦ t the Business Men's gym. Benny Yan- 

Francisco. Cal.: P. L. Carroll. Business 
Men's Ir1Innitalum. St. Louis. 

116 pounds—I. L. Kirk, St. Louts, Mo. 
pounds— Fred Gilmore, Chicago, Ill.; 

K Frank Hailer . Covington. 	Y. 
135 pounds—H. J. Stanger, Newark. N. 

J.: K. Jewett. Boston. Mass.: Peter Stun-
hardt. St. Louis, Mo.: Jack Egan, Bryn 
Mawr. Fs._: Joseph Lydon, St. Louis o.; 

Y Carl Burton. St. Louis. Mo.: Al Young. 
San Francisco. Cal. 

145 nounds—Jack Egan. Bryn Mawr, 
Pa.: Joseoh Lydon. St. Louts. Mo. 

15$ nounds—Cari Mayer. New York city. 
Heavy weight—W. M. Michttels, St. 

Louis. Mo.: Sam Berger. San Francisco, 
California. 

The officials who will be in charge of the 
bouts are as follows: Referee. II. W. 
Shame. St. Louis: judges. George Har-
nigh. New York. and Frank Stewart. St. 
Louis: timer, J. C. O'Brien. St. IiDuis, and 
clerk. Martin Delaney. St. Louis. 

BOWLING SCHEDULES. 
Junlof leafs—Wodaeollay. Rough Riders re. 

Print
r

wka. 	Royal 	 Choctaw. vs.  
*tag. ea 	 t 	and Nowell. vs. 

ery 
se Aeon. alien. 

Printery Wagers—Monday, Parks ea, Olives 
trte2C:Rays vs Indireones, oe• Rsil allays; 

y. iUniootts vs. National use Elea ea 
tor%71iona. oe Royal allern 

The Dreggiate welch posepenee Its t ilting 
ea 607:14 fil.  Louts any. will 'Kart gni- 

Ak
Th: y Acme sad t aheys 

Nineserberteas :ai1Llnsra3aga.scjiaLe:.etis•- 

qI6"aIgetsta.ol"eocV.aZL"isstgsee")oM sillatas505 
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MATCHES OF OLYMPIC TO 

Ff 

••• 

. 	...... , 	.... 	 .. 	 . 	, 	, 	 . 	, 	 _ 

. 	1.10111:4 fr1 iata t%
, 	

iCA,tr14214 44 \gt .i.'■ 1,,13,4414 9$1‘...,,.....• 	eV shot.* _, _ 	... 	„ ,,,,,,,. 

George Finnigan of the Olympic 
Club. The 105 pound Amateur 
Boxer who will represent the 
San Francisco Athletic 
Organization. 

AL YOUNG SPARRING WITH JOE SULLIVAN 
HAIM? SMARM 	9."- -"`" 

• • 

Showing the representative of the Hawthorne Club 
as he appears while working with Assistant Trainer 

San Francisco Contingent is Exciting General Interest on Account 
of the Systematic Fashion in Which the Trio Have Worked at 
Their Camp in the County. All are Clever With the Gloves 

Active Programme for Local Fighters. 

Sullivan 
HARRY SHARPE 

Who will serve as referee at the Olympic 
amateur boxing tourney. 
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• Sam Berger and Prof. Van Court 

As they appear in their routine 
sparring work. Berger has 
probably attracted more 
attention than any other 
araateur sparrer in the country. 

.1 

The California Amateur Boxing 
Contingent on the Road 

As they appear at work on the 
roods of St. Louis County. 
Names, from left to right: 

.hr 
614.m  4, 	.71.4.14.• 	 0..wpot.k. 

rtm•dige 4.11 maw 	'It 4,r.• au 	rs..•r aft ;;;:rol 
	Assistant Trainer Joe Sullivan, 

Finnigan, Al Young, 
Sam Berger and Professor 
Van Court. 
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BERGER WINS OLYMPIC TITLE 

Michaels No Match for the Amateur Boxer from 

San Francisco - Carrol Burton Disqualified 

Boxing exhibitions, burlesque, farcical and real, were 

presented before 400 patrons of the sport at the Olympic amateur 

championships, held at the Stadium, yesterday; and there were 
decisions, knockdowns and blow-downs sufficient to satisfy the 

'patrons of the sport and those who believe in antiboxing laws. 

There were men in the ring with stage fright, men who could 

box, and others who preferred taking a licking rather than give 

in. Of the six bouts* put on, two went the limit, the remainder 

ending in farces. In the semifinals of the 135-pound class the 

exhibitions would have done credit to professionals. 

One man, claiming to be Carrol Burton, but who is known in 

everyday life as Bollinger, was caught napping by Chairman J.C. 
O'Brien of the Western A.A.U. registration committee, and after 

winning his bout with Peter Sturholdt was promptly disqualified 

and suspended from the A.A.U. for competing under an assumed 
name. 

The best bout of the day was that between Jack Egan of 

Philadelphia and Joe Lydon of St. Louis. Egan was much taller 

than Lydon, had a longer reach and weighed one pound more than 

the St. Louis man. He boxed like an old-timer, and had a right 

jab that caused the downfall of the local man. 

Lydon Fights Fiercely. 

From the gong to the end of the third round both men fought 

fiercely, and before the bout closed Lydon looked like a stuck 
pig, being covered with blood. Lydon was at a decided 

disadvantage when it came to long range fighting, but at 

infighting Egan was not able to withstand the body blows 

inflicted by Lydon. The latter lost the bout owing to his 

failure to go in at his man, while Egan proved to be the 

aggressor all the way through. The decision was a close one, 
but just. 

The opening bout was a farce. A tall lanky lad named 

Jewett, with a budding moustache and a pair of short trousers 

which looked as though they were out of place, attempted to put 

away H. J. Spanger. Jewett lasted a trifle over one round. 
Referee Harry Sharpe calling the bout off forty-eight seconds 

after the second round had begun, giving the verdict to Spanger. 
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*(the author is referring to the bouts prior to the semi-finals 

as there were actually a total of 8 bouts on the day - ed.) 



Bollinger, alias Burton, and Sturhodlt (sic), two local 
lads, hooked up in the second bout of the 135-pound class, and 
the exhibition was a hot one. At the end of the third round it 
did look as though a draw would be the best decision, but the 
judges decided otherwise and the bout was given to Bollinger, 

while the crowd applauded and hissed, just as the result looked 
to them. 

One of the best burlesques ever seen in a ring was that in 

which Seward of Springfield, Mo., and Van Horn of St. Louis 

participated. Seward was a tall, deep-chested chap, with a pair 

of legs that looked as if they belonged to a spider, even 

rivaling the lower extremities of Bob Fitz in appearance. Van 

Horn was stocky and about 5 inches shorter than his opponent. 

Seward a Sprinter 

At the gong both men jumped to the center of the ring, and 

Seward, after shaking hands, proceeded to pose. The first crack 
out of the box Van Horn chopped the Missourian from Springfield 

one on the jaw, and the latter proceeded to do a cake walk. 

After waltzing around the ring, he made a wild swing at Van Horn, 

which fell 3 yards short, and then he promptly fell down. Van 

Horn quickly saw that the bout would be a farce and rested. The 

first rounded ended with a knockdown according to A.A.U. rules, 

so that the first act lasted 2:56. When the men went to the 

center of the mat for the second round Van Horn with one glance 

froze Seward and then began to break icicles off his nose. By 
this time Referee Harry Sharpe was wondering whether or not he 
was refereeing a stage joke or a fight, and finally whispered in 

a loud voice to Seward, "Fight-fight." Seward tried to, but one 

wallop made him feel funny, and looking at Sharpe and finding no 

sympathy in the eyes of the referee, he started to sprint. After 

making a corner and a half of the arena, he pulled into the 

southwest corner and there rested while the referee gave the bout 
to Van Horn. 

After the 135-pound preliminaries had been disposed of 

the heavy-weight class was presented, and in this class there was 

but one bout, another farce, in which a healthy-looking lad 

called Michaels, a resident of the Mound City, thought he would 
have some fun with the California giant, Sam Berger. 

While Michaels was having his mits adjusted he was calling 

good-by to his friends in the grand stand. Berger was sitting in 

his corner, with an amused smile on his face, and wondering what 

he was up against. When the men came together, Michaels 
immediately proceeded to knock the head off the native son, but 

the first thing the St. Louis lad knew he was sitting on the mat 

rubbing his temple, where Berger had landed a right swing, 

knocking him down. That ended the first round. Time - :22 1-5. 
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Enough for Mr. Michaels 

When Michaels returned to his corner he wore a sickly smile-
the smile that wouldn't come off. The men came to the center 
of the mat for the second round, but this time Berger was 
merciful and allowed Michaels to last 1:16 4-5. Then he dropped 
him with a left to the jaw. The time record was broken in the 
third round, when Michaels stayed 1:35 2-5. after Berger had 
stuck his chin out until he was tired, Michaels refusing to see 
the point. Then Michaels sat down once more and the championship 
went to Berger. 

Frank Waller (sic), from Covington, won the championship 
over Fred Gilmore of Chicago at the end of the third round, in the 
125-pound class. This was Gilmore's first appearance in the ring, 
and the son of the veteran Harry Gilmore acquitted himself 
creditably. 

Spanger Whips Van Horn 

In the first bout of the semi-finals of the 135-pound class 
Spanger and Van Horn came together. Matters were about even 
between this pair. When the men came up for the third round Van 
Horn was noticeably tired, while Spanger eagerly went in for more 
punishment. Van Horn's blows lacked steam, while Spanger blocked 
cleverly. Van Horn repeatedly swung for the body, but appeared 
to neglect the head, and tried for a heart punch, and while he 
did land two, none of them appeared to bother Spanger. The 
latter went after his man before the bout had gone a minute, and 
with rights and lefts to the face and neck had Van Horn in a 
helpless condition, and his hands hung by his side, the St. Louis 
man being all but out. After seeing the loocal boy in a helpless 
condition and in danger of a fatal blow, and when Sharpe did not 
award the bout, Judge Harnish ordered the referee to call it off, 
and the decision was given to Spanger. 

The last bout of the day, the second in the 135-pound 
semifinals, was a good one. Egan and Sturhardt hooked up, and 
the former was given the decision. 

This afternon (sic) at 2:30 the finals and the preliminary 
bouts in the 105-pound class will be pulled off. Berger will box 

an exhibition with Van Vort(sic), and all championships will be 
decided. 
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BERG :2.31:11::.  BOXER SPORT.1 1  

There were ten bouts at the closing 
day's session of the Olympic boxing tnur-
nansent, held at the Stadium yesterday, 
and one St. Louls boy, G. L. Kirke, cap- 
tured two championships. first In the 1154e 
pound clams and first in the 125-pound 
Class. 

Kirke did not win his bouts many, for 
he bowl to box like the champion he Is to 
win. In the 118-pound class Ire met tire. 
V. Finnegan of the (nymph- A. 1'., Tinn 
Frain-lieu, who had previously won from 
Min.'s Burka of St. Louis In the logepound 
Class. Finnegan had come to St. limit 
with it record as a world-beater. and he 

• 
 

is for be) pounds, bra he miscaleulated 
his ability woefully when he thought he. 
could give Kirke ito pounds and a bo•otting 

At the tap of the gong Floonegio jounneol 
Into the center of the ring as though he 
were going to frighten Kirk. but the lat-
ter met the native WOWS rush with a stiff r to the Jaw, arid sent his head buek. 

Ihnerin came bark at Kirk. but the 
atter cleverly sidestepped. and at the 
same time sent in a left to the solar 
plexus that lifted Finnegan clean off his 
feet, making him grunt like pig. Both 
boys then mixed It up, the blown corning 
so thick and fast that it woos almost im-
posisible to keep track of them. Kirk had 
the better of the argument at long-range 
fighting, and simply kept Finnegan at a 
distance, and jabbed hint with rights and 
lefts. 

Finnegan Refused to Break. 
Tn the second round both boys worked 

well, and the round was About an even 
break, In the last noun,' both came to 
the center ..f the ring atroniclv, and 
pesped very anxious to win. Contrary to 
exPectatinns. Kirk did not lean on his op-
ponent and try to tire him nut, but broke 
(-beastly. while Finnegan was repentedie 
warned to tweak clean. Kirk opened the 
round with a left to the body that lontne-
diately taut Finnegan on funny street. Yin 
diately • put Finnegan on None et reel, 
Finnegan then tried to rush Kirk to thl 
ropes, but In doing an tripped on the ma 
and went to his knees Kirk re•eriteolt 
jabbed Finnegan on the face and lave 
11(1111 his Mee looked like a piece of row 
beefaleak •  and the native eon had to take 
the first licking ho ever received In his 
ring career: for. In the last mimes ne 
the third round. Kirk simply banged 
• ieny with both right and lett 1mill he 
had Finnegan standing helplessly in OW 
ring, trying in protect his face, and the 
j•ffgea justly decided that Kirk was the 
wl niter. 

Risk Wins 125-Pound Championship. 
The second burnt that Kirk wnr., the 

1'.-pound 'ham pinnohip. Was the bust 
seen at the tourrement, and one of th• 
heat amateur bouts ever ••on In the West. 
Kirk had ns an opponent Frank Haller 
of the Cincinnati gymnastic And athletn: 
club of Cincinnati. and though defeated• 
lipller wow by nn menns disgraced. for he 
pfloited himself to he a clever little looser. 

Kirk gave Haller ten pounds In weight 
Hailer CAMe to the ring fresh, while Kirk 
had previously won the 1l5-pound cham-
pionship. Roth boys wer• very fast. each 
good• at jabbing. and both hail the pune ►  
with which to do the trick. At the gong 
In the first round Haller led off with 
rush, forcing Kirk to the ropes, and th• 
latter cleverly blocked two vicious right 
swings for the jaw. Kirk then forced 
Haller to the center of the ring and 
landed a telling left swing to the kid-
re•z which made the Cincinnatian wine.. 
Kirk coma hack with a jab to the jaw. 
And Hailer tried for n swing to the few 
and succeeded In landing. Twn rapid 
exchanges then followed, but both :ada 
were clever at blocking, and the round 
ended In an even break. 

Haller eppenred to' he the strongest at 
the opening of the second round, and the 
way h• landed on the St. Louis data mad. matters look serious for Kirk. rho, 
latter came hack strongly In the last 
minute and evened matters by landing 
right swing to the jaw which made Hel-
ler grogory. The latter tried for a left jab 
to the head. but %irk sidestepped and 
sent Ire another twilling left swing to 
Hailer's stomach• which almost floored 
I-Im. Kirk cloned the round with • right 
jab to the jaw. 

In the Anal round Kirk was at no time 
in danger, though Haller appeared the 

stronger of the two. Kirk repeatedly 
Jabbed to the face, getting inside 
guard with regularity. /faller mode sev-
eral welote attempts to land on the jaw. 
nut his blows generally fell short. and he 
did land one to the jaw which shook 
Kirk from stein to stern, but the St. 
10.01:1 lilt. 111 . 11ad.  was the iresher of the two it'd 0   

('hatles Mover of St. George A. C., New 
Yoork, aiiiveui at the Stadium its time to 
weigh in for the 1.'.A - pound elites, and Just 
*holed Cue scale at the weight. Mayer Is 
a clever boxer. and wore a smile that 
Was tantalizing to lien ii 'alley of St. 
Louis. who opposed him. `layer had no 
dittieult) In defeating Sprlley, toot the 
referee rinpned the -bout In the third round 
after It had sone 1 : 40 - 

Berger a Disappointment. 
SAM it.•tger of Calinornia, the nineh• 

tinned champion', who was defeated by 
Ro•denbai•li of New York on the onion 
lint winter, and who has been claiming 
that he got the wurs of the decision, met 
Mayer later In thtr tiny for the heavy-
weight championship. Berger wcign•d 

potinds and almier Urn:yr not 
only had the ad:ant:we In weight, :rut 
alSO In reach and • height. The Call-
fornian'a work, If it was his best, end he 
was compelled to trA‘el Lilt in the eva-
sion, aas the poorest of any amateur 
hi etym.-0;1ot champion -ver seen Ir. A 
rive. liad Joe Knipe of New York been 
up against urger the Californian would 
not have lasted two round•. Moyer put 
tio an •xcelb•tit Ilght, toloeking nearly ail 
of Itergel's leads. but the Californian hal 
the rt len and won the bout on his ability 
t.• Jab and do the leading. 

In the second r 	d, Moyer haol Berger 
on arising. seat, but by (-continually 
ieartuoy Olt Mayer. Relater managed I. 
wear out the New York maw In feet. 
the three Olvmple boxers. Finnegan, 'ter 
gee tool Young. refused to break elenidy 
when ordered to by the referee. mild cart 
man threw his body on Ilia opponent its 
the -11nehes wilful, Is Inc violation Of the 
A A 1' role• At the close of the tided•
rioted the Judges Justly awarded the vet-
diet to lierger, lb glu  the crowd yarned 
for a verdict in favor of Mayer. 

la toe lo:.-potind clew. fle.oge 
mon won fr••u Miles Burke of St. Louis. 
the referee ..topping the bout In the first 
,nand and giving the decision to the Calf-
fornian. 

• Spanger Beets Egan. 
The opening tout on the card was tine 

of I h.. 13:)-uound class, In which 
Spam:Pr of Newark. N. J.. mad Egan of 
I•olls•lelphin hooked Ur. 110th mei! gave 
tea .esrellent exhibition. Egan'a Jnbbli.g 
being offset by Swinger's swings to the 
law And body tog e ther with a n left i, 
that tvorrlea I:goosi from the start 1.1%.• 
vcrdIct, though elose, was a popular on•. 

ittIssell Van limn and Peter Sturhardt, 
both of St. lands ((ought three rounds 
for third place In the and 
Vara Horn was siWard•d the victory, after 
almost knocking 'rot Stoortuoluit in the 
mut round. and finoring him Pat the see-
othl found, 

Spanger Whips Lydon. 
Joe I.vdon and It. J. SpantLnr met. In 

preliminatv taunt of theliiVetoound 
et a s., And the derision went to Spangler. 
The latter jabbed the head off the Si. 
Dolls mon. •11111 111 the (dose of the third 
rotund Lydon's fare was In bad shape. 
Lydon thought the deolstolt unjust, ono 
warted to call down Referee Harry Sharps 
Ito the that. lout Rio:lope did not make 
the 414 ,CIMOn. booth Juolgoot Stewart of St. 
Louis end (tarnish of New York agree-
ing on Sponger as the winner: 

In the final b.mt of the 140 - pound chow 
Spanger met Al Young of Sa• ■ Prallclatn, 
a ire-oh man. and lost the derision. Young 
is a clever boxer, a hard hitter, and with 
Spao.ger fresh both melt would make a 
good }.nut. 

lien Tipton of St. Louis, who was em 
tered :n the Inn-pound ciasa, was AUSpenti-
0.1 from the A. A. V. for fighting Carrot 
Crime last Snnday and not allowed to 
coompele in the lall-pound class. I Rude 
Krullor of St. Louis, who was tottered in 
the 17.1/-pound class, was at the ringside 
and r•fueed to go on. He was ptomptly 
suspended from the A. A. C. for six 
months liv J. C. O'Brien, chairmen of 
the registration cnmmits•, 

St. Louis Boxer Captures Two 
Championships in Olympic Bouts. 

0. L Kirk Easily Beats Finnegan of San Francisco 
and Haller of Cincinnati In the Stadium 

Pugilistic Contests. 
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