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THE FIRST MODERN QLYMFPIC BOXING COMPETITION =
THE COMFLETE STORY

The following pages contain an article on the 1904 St. Louis Olympic
boxing everts which opiginally appeared [n the Olymple Garmes Boxing Record
Book. What was naot included in that book were the actual newspaper accourts
from the St. Louls Globe—-Democrat and St. Louls Republic that were tha basls
fop that article.

Those newspaper clippings are reproduced on the pages following the
article. Unfortunately, as is usually the case with reproductions of reproductions,
some of the clarity has baen lost. Wheare necessapy, tha test has been retyped.

Alzo included is a page from Spaulding's Official Athletic Almanac for
1904. For many years, this book served as the only source for 1904 Olynpic
results. Consequently, its account has been parpetuated in subseguent works
on the Olymplc Games. Its listing of a third place finish for Jos Lydon in the
145 b, slass (in which only three contestants competed) but its omission
of Fred Gllmore's similar achievermant in the 125 b, class has been carpried
forward in precord Dooks, Thus Gilmore's Meat of placing third In his first
armateur bowt has been overlooked. Alsg, the fact that there was only one bout
im the 105, 115 and 158 b, classes has never been adeguately publiclized.

The dates of September 21-24, shown for the 1804 boxing tournament
in the Spaulding book have also been erroneously included in subsequent
Olyrmpic accounts. As the articles show, the boxing lasted bit two days. This
confusion probably came about because in early Ulympic schedules published
in 1904 those were the planned dates for the boxing tournament. Adding to the
confusion is the 5t. Louis Globe-Democrat article of Septernber 18th included
in the following pages which stated that the "Olympic Bouts Bagin Monday"
{(September 19th). In fact, the bouwts did not begin until Wednasday, September 21st,
and due to the limited numbepr of entpants (and the smaller number that actually
appearad) ware concluded the following day, Septamber 22nd.

It's hoped that the following article and newspaper accourts will help

to shad some light on the most extraordinary (and least known) Olympic boxing
toupnamant of all times.

John Srasso
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THE FIRST MODERM OLYMPIC EBOXING COMPETITIOM

Would you agree that an Olymplic Games that stretched
from April through September and included such evente as a
mudfight, a pole climbing contest, a javelin throw for accu-
racy and a boding match in which one of the contestants was
making his boding debut was not your ordinary Modern Olympic
Games?

The 1904 Olymplc Games 1n S5t. Louis featured such
bizarre happenings. The Dlympic Games had been revived Just
elght yearese earlier and had not yet taken [(ts present shape
a8 &8 sports extravaganza. It was held as an adjunct to the
Louwisiana Furchase Exposition and various sports events were
contested that summer wnder the semblance of Olympic compe-
tition. Many of the contests were treated by the rest of the
country as local sporting events and consequently were not
evern reported in the newspapers outside S5t. Louls.

One of the unlgue attractions of the +talr was an an-—
thropology exhibit. Individuals from "exotic lands" were
invited to live on the fairgrounds in surroundings that at-
tempted to resemble their native habitat. 5S5icux, ChHippewa
and Crow Indirans, A+rican FPygmies, Fatagonians, Mow I@aland
natives and others were present for the duration aof thes
fair. A= part ot the anthropological study, they weare inwvi-
ted to participate in various track and field events as well
as a "native" event. Thus, a fitty +o0t pole climb was held
with the winner reaching the top in 20.4 seconds. A jawvelin
throw for accuracy, kicking a baseball +or distance and a
mudfight between three man Pygmy teams were among the other
contests. (For the record, the team of Shamba, Lumbang and
Maleng defeated Latuna, Bushubba and Octobang.!

Among the many other sports contested that summer ,
boning was held for the first time as an Divympic event. The
bowing competition was originally scheduled +rom September
218t through Z4th in seven weight classes, but Im fact, 1t
was concluded in just two days. As of September l8th, there
were pnly 22 individuals entered - all from the United
States. Ten were from 5t. Louls, three each #rom S5an Fran=
cisco and New York, and the remaining six from other Eastern
and Midwestern cities. The 5t. Louis Republic reported that,
"It is expected that many flstic artists will enter on the
field just before the commencement of the bouts. "™ Unfortun-
ately such wa=s not the case.

On the first day of competition, September Zist,
eight bouts were held - six lightweight contests; one
heavyweight and one featherweight bout. In the featherweight
(125 pound limit) contest, Fred Gilmore made his amateur
boxing debut but lost a decision to Frank Haller. #As the
Et. Louis Globe-Democrat put tt, "This was Gilmore's first
appearance in the ring and the son of the veteran Harry




THE FIRST MODERN OLYHMFIC BOXING COMPETITION fscont.t?

Gilmore acguitted himseld creditably." Bince there were
orly three contestants in this class, Gilmore finished in
third place although he did not receive a medal for his
efforts. (Due to the lack of formality in these Games,
Gilmore’'s name does not appear i1in sodern day record books
while the efforts of Joseph Lydon, who finished third of
three entrantes in the welterweight class, have been giwven
proper recognition.!

Another 1ndividual whe finished thaird but has not
been given due credit for his accompl ishment was the
S5t. Louis heavywelight, William Michaele. His bout with Bam
Berger of San Francisco was a one-sided affair that ]lasted
less than 3 minutes and 15 seconds but was not over until
1225 of the third round. The reason for this apparent dis-
crepancy in the times 1= that under the amateur borxing rules
ot that era, a knochkdown &nded a rowund. Berger Enocked
Michaels down 1n 22.2 seconds of the first round and agsin
after l:14.8B of the second round — (times were reported Lo
the nearest fifth of a second 1n those days.) Thus, the
first two rounds were over in less than two minutes. In the
third round, Michaels again went down and this effectively
stopped the contest. The St. Louis Globe-Democrat described
the bout in the colorful style of that era in this way:

After the 135-pound preliminaries had been
disposed of the heavy-weight class wa=s prie-
sented, and in this class there was but one
bout, another farce, in which a heal thy=
looking lad called Michaels, & resident of
the Mound Citvy, thought he would have some
fun with the California gilant, Sam Berger.

While Michaels was having his mits (sicl
adjusted he was calling good-by to his friends
in the grand stand. Berger was sitting in
his corner,; with an amused smile on his
face, and wondering what he was up against.
Whern the men came together, Michasls imme=
diately proceeded to knock the head of$ the
native son, but the first thing the 5t. Louis
lad knew he was sitting on the mat rubbing
his temple, where Berger had landed a right
swing, knocking him down. That ended the
first round. Time - p22 1/5.

Enough #or Me. Michaels
When Michaels returned to hls corner he

WOre a SiIckly smile — the smile that wouldn 't
come off., The men came to the center of the
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THE FIRST MODERN OLYMPIC BOXING COMFETITION {cont.)

mat for the second round, but this time

Berger was merciftul and allowed Michaels to
last 1:1& 4/5. Then he dropped him with a left
to the jaw. The time record was broken in the
third round, when Michaels stayed 1:35 2/5,
after BEerger had stuck Ris chin out until he
was tired, Michaels refusing to see the point.
Then Michaels sat down once more and the
championship went to Berger.

To further illustrate the lack of formalities and
organization, this bout was reported as having been for the
championship and the headline of the article read, "Berger
wins Olympic Title". There had been one other entrant in
that class, Charles Mayer, but he had not arrFived from New
York. Berger remained in 5t. Louls, the following day and
was scheduled to box an exhibition with his trainer, a
Protessor VYan Court. But on that davy Mayer showed up and
Berger, who had been named the champion, was now obliged to
fight Mayer before he would receive official recognition.
Fortunately for all concernasd, Berger was able to defeat
Mayer and won the Olympic title for the second day 1n a8 row.

There were eight contestants who appeared for the
135 pound (lightweight) diwvision and six bouts were held the
tirst day - four preliminary and two semi:—-final. The bhest
bout was between Jack Eagan of Bryn Mawr, Pa. and Joseph
Lydon of St. Lowis. [t was won by Eagan in a4 close decision.
By contrast, another lightweight bout was a farce. Harry J.
Spanger of MNewarl, HN.J. met K. Jowett of BHaston and it be-—
came guickly apparent that Jewett had a very limited know—
ledge of boxing. The referee, Harry Sharpe (a well-known
S5t. Louwisan who refereed two of Abe Attell "= featherweight
championship bouts that year) stopped the bout 4B seconds
into the second round.

Anather burlesgue was a Mutt and Jeff affair betwsen
Arthur Seward of Bpringfield, Mo. and Russell Van Horn of
Et. Lowis in which Yan Horn totally outclassed his taller
opponent. This bout alsoc was called off 1n the second round.
The final preliminary bout was between Carrocll]l Burtonm and
FPeter Sturholdt, both of St. Louwis. Burton ocutbowed Stur—
holdt in a clese battle and was awarded the decision.
Shortly afterward it was discovered that Burton wae really
O.L. Ballinger. Ballinger had been in good standing with
the Amateur Athletic Union and theres @as no apparent Feason
far his use of an alias, but he nonethelesz was disqualified
and suspended by the AAU for competing under an fal 28 Mams.
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THE FIRST MODERN ODLYMPIC BOXING COMFETITION (cont.)

fifter the featherwsight and heavyweight bouts were
Field, the four winning lightweights Feturned for thelr
second bout of the dav. Spanger and %Van Horn fought a close
Bout for two rounds but Yan Hern tired badly in the third
and was defeated. Bturholdt, who had lest to Bollinger
{al:as Burton!), was reinatated and proaptly lost his second
bowut of the day in another close bhattle.

On the following day, September 72nd, the remaining
bouts were held. In the flyweight class (which had a limit
of 105 pounds at that time), one of the entrants, Ben Tipton
nf Sf. Louls, was suspended by the AAU as the result pf a
bowt fouwr days prior and was not al lowed to competbe.

Another entrant, Thomas Riordan of St. Lowis, did not appear
and thus George Y. Finnegan of San Franciscao and Miles J.
Burke of St. Louis were the opnly two able contestants. Even
though Burke weighed in owver the limit (107 3/4 lbs. to
Finnegan's 104 pounds), Finnegan outclassed him and the
referee stopped their bout in the first round. Burke holds
the distinmction o4 being the only man to finish second 1n

an Olympic boxing tourmament while boxaing less than ane
minute, falling to win a bout and failing to make the weight.

Finnegan, although he weighed but 104 pounds also
entered the 115 pound (bantamweight! class. Again, one of
the three sntrants failed to appear and the only bout was
for the championship. George V. put up a game battle against
Oliver L. Hirk of St. Louis but due to the huge weight dif-
ference Finnegan lost the first bout of his carecer. For his
cfforts he parned his second medal of the day. HKirk al=o en-
tered & second weight class and defeated Frank Haller in the
125 pound {featherweight) division while spotbting him Lten
pounds. To this day, no one has ever matched Firk's feat of
wirnming two Olympic boxing gold medals in one towurpament.

Irn the lightweight class, the two semi—fimal losers,
Van Horn and Sturholdt, were matched i1n a bout for third
place. Foor Sturholdt lost his third boub 10 Lwewd days and
was almost knocked out. The champilionship bout was decided
betwean Harry Spanger and Jack Eagan. Spanger gave an ex-—
cellent exhibition of boxing sk1lls and was awarded the
championship. He proved himselt to be someshat of anm iron
man since he also was entered in the wel terweight class.
There he won & disputed decislion from Joseph Lydon, one of
the previous day's lightwelght losers. In the welterwelght
final , Spanger fought hie third bout of the day, and fi1fth
in two days, but fatigue and the ten pound weight difference
did him 1n and Albert Young of San Framcilsco won the decision
and the welterweight title in his only Olympic bout.
Spanger 's feat of {four victories and fFive bouls 1n Ewd days
has never hieen egual led 1n Olyvepie compatitlibn.
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THE FIRST MODERM OLYMFPIC BOXING COMPETITION {cont.)

Hiddl eweight Charles Mayer of MNew York arrived just
in time for the weigh-in in that class and made the 138 lb.
limit, He promptly stopped Ben Spradley of Bt. Louis in
three rounds in the only bout in that division. Spradley did
not appear on the list of tournament entrants and wWas one of
those "fistic artists who entered on the field just before
the commencement of the bouts" as the 5t. Louis Republic
had predicted.

Maver then was matched with Sam Berger tn the
heavyweight final although he was ocutweighed by 24 pounds.
As mentioned before, Berger was thought to have won the title
on the previpous day. While Mayer put up & good effort, Berger
hurg on to gain a close declsion.

al]l kold, there were only 17 bouts and 1B competitors

= all from the United States. Only the lightweight division
had more than two bouts. Three divisions had anly one boot
gach. Fiwve of the contestants entered dusl classes and

four of them won two medals sach. There were abowtk $00
people 1n attendance on the #first day of competition and not
much more on the secend. By contrast, in 19786 at Montreal
there were nearly as many competitors as there were specta-—
tors an 1704,

Ol ympiec Bowxing Records set an 1904

Imdiwidual
Most championships
— Oliwver L. Eirk

kJ

HMost weight classes competed in
i — George Y. Finnegan {iflyweight, bantamweight?
< — Dliver L. Kirk {bantamweight, featherweight!
2 — Joseph P. Lydon {lightweight, welterwsight]
d — Harry J. Spanger {lightweight, welterweight)
& — Charle= Mayer {middleweight, heavyweilght)
Most bouts in two days

Ln

— Harry J. Spanger
Most bouts won in two days
4 — Harry J. Spanger

Team
Most Lhiﬂpltﬂihlpl
7 = United States

Miscel laneous
Fewedst Countries = 1
Fewest competitoras - 18
Fewest bouts - 317
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1904 St. Louis Dlympic Games Bosxing Entrants

105 lbs. - Beorge V. Finnegan, San Francisco
* Ben Tipton, St. Louis
* Thomas Riordan, St. Louls

Miles J. Burke, 5t. Louis

115 lbs. - 0.L. Kirk, 5t. Louis
George VY. Finnegan, San Francisco
*® Jerry Casey,; New York
125 1bs. - Fred Gilmore, Chicago

Frank Haller, Covington, ky.
O.L. Kirk, Bt. Lowis
L Carl Burton, St. Louis

135 lbE. - HeJd. Spanger, Newark, N.J.
K. Jewatt, Boston
Peter Sturholdt, S5t. Louis
Jack Eagan, Bryn Mawe, Fa.
Joseph P. Lydon, 5t. Louis

* Fatrichk Maloney, Mew York

frthur Beward, Springfield, Ho.
Ruasell WYan Horn, 5t. Lowis

145 lbha. - Jack Eagan, Bryn Mawr, Fa.
Jomeph Lydon, Bt. Lours
Al Yeourmg, San Francisco

1%82 lbg. = Charles Mayver, MNew York
Al Young, San Francisco
* Rude Kreider, S5t. Louis

Heawvywel ght William M. Michaels, Bt. Louis

Eam Berger, San Francisco
Charles Mayar , Maw Yorlk

Referee Harry W. Sharpe, S5t. Louis
Judges George Harnish, MNew York
Frank Stewart, 5t. Louls
Timer J.C. O'Brien, St. Louis
Clerk Martin Delaney, St. Louis

* o o mrbkry list but did not compete

Burton competed in 133 lb. class — not 123 1lb. cloass

Eagean competed only in 135 1lb. class = nobt 1435 lb.
Spanger also conpeted in 145 1b. class
Young competed only in 145 1b. €lass = npt 158 lb.

Benjamlin Spradley, St. Louis competed in I15E8 1b,. Class

although not on original list of entranits.
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George Finnigan of the Olympic
Clul:?e'”na 105 pound Amateur
Boxer who will represent the
San Froncisco Athletic
Organization,

AL YOUNG SPARRING WITH JOE SULLIVAN D3 e e

Shn:rwfn_g tha ruprg-ianrnr]v{' af the Hoawthorne Club
as he appeors while werking with Assistant Trainer Sulliven HARRY SHARPE

San Francisco Contingent is Exciting General Intersst on Accourt , . ; : the O 5
of the Systematic Fashion in Which the Trio Have Worked ot Wl :;:f:u?ihi icnr':iﬂﬂuf“‘-":’- -
Their Camp in the County. All are Clever With the Gloves " ’

Active Ere;ngrmme for El:u;-:l Fighters.
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Sam Berger ond Prof. Van Court

As they oppear in their routine
sporring work . Berger has
probably attracted more
attention than any other
arsatewr sparrer in the country.

| The Califernia Amateur Bexing
?  Contingert on the Road

Ag they oppear of work on the
roods of 5t. Louis County.
Mames, from left to right:

e . E : i Sullivaen
s et o o TR RET IR ST GO STIINT W IRNGT o et St PtisIONE [ EDNGE S S
Fimmagar gi_|-unw e i ] Gmm Flﬁnlgﬂﬁ; 1 oung,

Sﬂ'l'l ﬁﬂ-g&r and Profassar
Van Court .
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" BERGER WINS OLYMFPIC TITLE

Michaesle MNo Match for the Amateur Boxer from
San Francisco = Carrel Burton Disguali+ied

Bosing exhibitions, burlesgue, farcical and real ;, were
presented before 400 patroms of the sport at the Olympic amateur
championships, held at the Stadium, yesterday; and there wers
decisions, knockdowns and blow—downs sufficient to matissy Ehe
‘patrons of the sport and those who believe in antiboring laws.

There were men in the ring with stage fright, men who could
box, and others whe preferred taking a lieking rather than give
irn. OFf the si¥ bouts# put on, two went the limit, the remalnder
ending in farces. In the semifinals of the 1353—-pound class the
exhibitions would have done credit to professionals.

Ore man, claitming to be Carrol Burton, but who 18 known in
everyday life as EBollinger, was caught napping by Chairman J.0C.
0'Brien of the HWestern A.A.U. reglistration committes, and af ber
winning his boul with Peter Sturholdt was prompily disqualilfied
and suspended from the A.f8.U. for competing under an assumed
FIEmeE ,

The best bout of the day was that between Jack Egan of
Fhiladelphia and Joe Lydon of S5t. Louls. Egan was much taller
than Lywdon, had a longer reach and welghed one pound more than
the 5t. Louis man. He boded like an old-timer, and had & right
jab that caused the downtall ot the local man.

Lydon Fights Fiercely.

From the gong to the end of the third round both men fought
frercely, and before the bout closed Lydon looked like a stuck
pig, being covered with blood. Lydon was at a decided
disadvantage when 1t came to long ramge +ighting, but at
infighting Egarn was not able to withstand the body blows
inflicted by Lydon. The latter lost the bout owing ta his
+ailure to go in at his man, while Egan proved to be the
aggressor all the way through. The decision was a close one,
But Just.

The opening bout was a farce. A tall lanky lad named
Jewett, with a budding moustache and a pair of short trousers
. which looked == though they were out of place, attempted to put
dway H. J. Spanger. Jewett lasted a trifle over one round.
Referee Harry Sharpe calling the bout off forty-eight seconds
after the second round had begun, giving the verdict to SBpanger.

#{the auvthor 16 Feferring to the bouts prior to the semi—Finals
as there were actually a tetal of 8 bouts on the day - ed.)




Bollinger, alias Burton, and Sturbodlt {(=sic), two local
lads, hooked up in the second bout of the 135-pound class, and
the exhibition was a hot one. At the end of the third round it ¥
did look as though a draw would be the best decision, but the
judges decided otherwise and the bout was given to Bpllinger,
while the crowd applauvded and hissed, just as the result looked
to them.

One of the best burlesques ever seen 1n & ring was that in
which Seward of Springfield, Mo., and Yan Horn of Gt. Louis
participated. Seward was a tall, deep-chested chap, with a pair
of legs that looked as if they belonged to & spider, even
rivaling the lower extremities of Bob Fitz in appearance. WVan
Horn was stocky and about 5 inches shorter than his opponent.

Seward & Sprinter

4t the gong both men Jjumped to the center of the ring, and
seward, atter shaking hands, proceeded to pose. The first crack
out of the box Van Horn chopped the Missourian from Springfield
one on the jaw, and the latter proceeded to do a cake walk.
After waltzing around the ripng, he made a wild swing at Van Horn,
which fell 3 yards short, and then he promptly fell down. Van .
Horn guickly saw that the bout would be a farce and rested. The
first rounded ended with a knockdown according to A.A.U. rules,
s that the first act lasted 2:54. When the sen went to the -
center of the mat for the second round VWan Horn with ofne glance
troze Seward and then began to brealk icicles off his nose. By
this time Referee Harry Sharpe was wondering whether or not he
Wag referepeing a stage joke or a fight, and finally whispered in
a loud voice to Seward, "Fight-—fight." Seward tried to, but one
wallop made him feel funny, and looking at Sharpe and finding no
sympathy in the eyves of the referee, he started to sprint. After
making a corner and a hald of the arena, he pulled into the
southwest corner and there recsted while the referee gave the bout
to Van Horn.

After the 135-pound preliminaries had been disposed of
the heavy-weight class was presented, and in this class there was
but one bout, another farce, in which a healthy-looking 1ad
called Michaels, a resident of the Mound City, thought he would
have sosme fun with £the California gilank, Sam He*r'gll_"l'.

While Michaels was hawving his mits adjusted he was calling
good—by to hi=s friends in the grand stand. Berger was sitting in
his corner, with an amused smile on his face, and wondering what -
he was up against. When the men came together , Hichaels
imnmediately proceeded to knock the head off the native son, but
the first thing the St. Louwls lad knew he was sitting on the mat
rubbing his temple, where Berger had landed a right awing,
knocking him down. That ended the first round. Time — 2122 1-5.




Enough for Mr. Michaels

When Michaels returned to hie corFrner he wors a sickly smile=
the semile that wouldn't come off. The men came to the center
af the mat for the second round, but this time Berger w=as
merciful and allowed Michawsls to last lplés 4=5. Then he dropped
him with a left to the jaw. The time record was broken in the
third rouwnd, when Michaels stayed 1135 2=5. atter Berger had
stuck hi= chin out until he was tired, Fichaele refusing to see
the poeint. Then Michaels sat down once more and the championship
went to Berger.

Frank Waller i{sic), 4rom Covington, won the chaspionship
over Fred Gilmore of Chicago at the end of the third round,; in the
125-pound class. This was Gilmore's first appearance in the ring,
and the son of the wveteran Harry Gilmore acquitted himsel+$
creditably.

Spanger Whip= Yan Horn

In the first bout of the semi=-finals of the 1353-pound class
Spanger and VYan Horn came together. Hatters were about even
belween this pair. When the men came up for the third round Van
Harn was noticeably tired, while Spanger eagerly went in for more
punishment. WVan Horn’'s blows lacked steam, while Spanger blocked
cleverly. Yan Horn repeatedly swung for the body, but appeared
to neglect the head, and tried for & heart punch, and while he
did land two, none of them appeared to bother Spanger. The
latter wient after his man before the bout had gone a minuete, and
With rights and lefts to the face and neck had Van Horn in a
helple=s condition, and his hands hung by his side, the S5t. Louis
man being all but out. PAfter seeing the loocal boy in & helpless
condition and 1n danger of a tatal blow, and when Sharpe did not
award the bout, Judge Harnish ordered the referee to call 1t off,
and the decision was given to Spanger.

The last bout of the day, the second in the 135—pound
seniLfinals, was a good one. Eganm and Sturhardt hooked up, and
the former was given the decision,

This afternon {(sicl at 2:30 the +inals and the prellmnilnary
boute in the 105=-pound class will be pulled off. Berger will box
an @xhibition with Van Vortisic), and all championships will be
decided.
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St. Louis Boxer
Championships

Captures Two

in Olympic Bouts.
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